Cheshire West and Chester profile
Supporting the Gambling Policy
Cheshire West and Chester overview
1. Introduction
Cheshire West and Chester is the
fourth biggest unitary authority in the
North West and is the nineteenth
largest in the country. The borough is
located in the North West of England
and includes the city of Chester and
the industrial market towns of
Ellesmere Port, Frodsham, Helsby,
Malpas, Neston, Northwich and
Winsford. The area is covered by two
clinical commissioning groups, NHS
West Cheshire CCG and NHS Vale
Royal CCG. About a third of the
population live in rural areas. Across
the borough there is a wide range of
affluence, social grade and age
profile. Around 5% of the population
identifies as Black or minority ethnic.

2. Population
Population Pyramid Mid-2015
Cheshire West and Chester
Age
Female
90

In 2015, Cheshire West and Chester had
an estimated resident population of 333,900
people. 51% female and 49% male. There
were approximately 58,600 children aged 0
to 15 years, 206,400 residents of working
age (16 to 64), and 68,900 residents aged
65 or over. The median age was 43.9 years
and the age group with the greatest number
of residents is 50-54 years.
The population density is 3.6 residents per
hectare making Cheshire West and Chester
less densely populated than the North West
average (5.1 per hectare) and England
average (4.2 per hectare).

The population is expected to increase
to 366,700 by 2035. Residents aged 65
and over are expected to increase from
68,900 in 2015 to over 100,000 in 2035. 3,000 2,000 1,000
There will also be a 6% increase in the
Median age is 43.9
number of children, with almost 3,000 extra
children aged 11 to 15 over the next 10
years.
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3. Deprivation
The Indices of Deprivation 2015 provide a set of relative measures of deprivation for small areas
(Lower-layer Super Output Areas, LSOAs) across England, based on seven different domains of
deprivation. The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015 (IMD) is a combination of the seven indices to
give an overall score for the relative level of multiple deprivation experienced in every
neighbourhood (LSOA) in England. There are 32,844 LSOAs in England. Those most deprived are
ranked ‘1’. Decile 1 describes the 10% most deprived LSOAs in England and decile 10 describes
the 10% least deprived.

There are 212 LSOAs within Cheshire West and Chester. The borough has a less deprived
population profile compared to England but there are some areas of the borough experiencing
relatively high deprivation. There are 14 neighbourhoods ranked in the 10% most deprived in
England. Around 20,600 residents live in these areas. A further 22 neighbourhoods rank in the 1020% most deprived in England.
Wards with high levels of multiple deprivation in Cheshire West and Chester are:
• Blacon and Lache in Chester locality
• Grange, Ellesmere Port Town, Netherpool, St Paul’s and Rossmore in Ellesmere Port locality
• Frodsham in Rural locality
• Winsford Over and Verdin and Winnington and Castle in Winsford and Northwich locality.
In relation to poverty, the rate of child poverty for children aged under 16 in Cheshire West and
Chester in 2014 was 15.9% which equates to approximately 9,230 children. The rate for all
dependent children (including 16-19 year olds who live with parents, are unmarried, in full time nonadvanced education or unwaged government training) was 15.5%, around 10,640 children. These
rates are lower than the England average. However for the first time in several years the levels of
child poverty increased in Cheshire West and Chester. There is also local variation in levels of
under 16 child poverty with some small areas recording rates in excess of 40%.
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4. Economy
Cheshire West and Chester has a working age population (those aged 16-64), of approximately
206,400 residents (Mid-year population estimates 2015). The Annual Population survey 2015/16
(APS 2015/16), estimates that 75.5% of 16-64 year olds in Cheshire West and Chester are
economically active and 24.5% are economically inactive (includes students, carers, unable to work
due to illness or injury, retired or people in other situations that preclude work).
The employment rate of 16-64 year olds in Cheshire West and Chester is 72.4% (APS 2015/16).
3.1% of 16-64 year olds are unemployed (4.1% of those who are economically active). The total
GVA (Gross Value Added) of Cheshire West and Chester in 2014 was £8.3 billion, this represents
around 5.5% of the GVA for the North West region (£149.9b), and around 32% of the Cheshire and
Warrington LEP (£25.8b). The biggest employing sectors were business administration and support
services (12.6%; 21,400 people), retail (12.5%; 21,100 people) and health (11.5%; 19,400 people).
Employment by industry type (SIC 2007) for 2015 for Cheshire West and Chester
Number
Number
Sector
Sector
(proportion of
(proportion of
total)
total)
Agriculture, forestry and fishing*
300 (0.2%)
Information and communication
4,900 (2.9%)
Mining, quarrying and utilities
1,700 (1%)
Financial and insurance
7,700 (4.5%)
Manufacturing
13,600 (8%)
Property
2,900 (1.7%)
Construction
6,000 (3.5%)
Professional, scientific and technical
11,000 (6.5%)
Motor trades
3,200 (1.9%)
Business admin and support services 21,400 (12.6%)
Wholesale
5,200 (3.1%)
Public admin and defence
5,800 (3.4%)
Retail
21,100 (12.5%)
Education
15,500 (9.1%)
Transport and storage (inc postal)
6,200 (3.7%)
Health
19,400 (11.5%)
Accommodation and food services
14,600 (8.6%)
Arts, recreational and other services
9,300 (5.5%)
Total employment number
169,700
Source: ONS Crown Copyright Reserved [from Nomis on 24 October 2016]
Rounded to nearest 100; (% Proportion is calculated on unrounded numbers). *does not include farm agriculture

Professional occupations account for the greatest proportion of people employed in the Cheshire
West and Chester area with 17.7% (27,600 people) (APS 2015/16). This is followed by associated
professional and technical occupations (15.4%) and managers, directors and senior officials (15%).
Elementary occupations and skilled trades occupations also contribute significantly to the
occupational character of the borough with a combined proportion of around 24%. There have been
no large changes in the composition of occupation types over the last 10 years.
Employment by occupation type for Cheshire West and Chester (Oct 2015-Sep 2016)
Number
Confidence
Occupation Type
percent
employed
interval
1: Managers, directors and senior officials
23,400
15.0
3.6
2: Professional occupations
27,600
17.7
3.9
3: Associated professionals and technical occupations
24,000
15.4
3.7
4: Administrative and secretarial occupations
12,500
8.0
2.8
5: Skilled trades occupations
18,300
11.7
3.3
6: Caring, leisure and other service occupations
7,500
4.8
2.2
7: Sales and customer service occupations
10,200
6.5
2.5
8: Process, plant and machine operatives
11,800
7.6
2.7
9: Elementary occupations
20,100
12.9
3.4
Source: ONS Crown Copyright Reserved [from Nomis on 28 March 2017] Note: Occupation type from SOC
2010, denominator 155,600
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The level of qualifications for residents show that Cheshire West and Chester has a higher
proportion of residents qualified to NVQ4 or above than the England average (HND, degree and
higher degree level qualifications or equivalent); 39.8% compared to 36.7% respectively. 7.3% of
residents have no qualifications, lower than the England average.
Proportion of highest level of qualification of 16 to 64 year old resident population for Jan 2015-Dec 2015
Cheshire West
Cheshire West
England
and Chester
and Chester
proportion %
Qualification
Number
proportion %
% with NVQ4 or equivalent and above (HND, Degree, Higher Degree
81,100
39.8%
36.7%
level
% with NVQ3 or equivalent only (two or more A levels, advanced
32,800
16.1%
17.3%
GNVQ, NVQ 3 or equivalent)
% with Trade Apprenticeships
5,500
2.7%
3.1%
% with NVQ2 or equivalent only (5 or more GCSEs at grades A-C,
36,800
18.0%
16.3%
intermediate GNVQ, NVQ 2 or equivalent)
% with NVQ1 or equivalent only (fewer than five GCSEs at grades A21,700
10.6%
11.6%
C, foundation GNVQ, NVQ 1, or equivalent)
% with other qualifications (includes foreign qualifications and
11,100
5.5%
6.6%
some professional qualifications)
% with no qualifications
14,900
7.3%
8.4%
Source: Adapted from ONS Crown Copyright Reserved [from Nomis, 28 June 2016]. Rounded to nearest 100.
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out-of-work benefits

Source: Nomis - ONS Crown Copyright Reserved [from Nomis on 7 April 2017]
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The ‘claimant count’ figures in
Nomis are experimental and
are not considered a ‘national
statistic’. The figures include
both Job Seekers Allowance
Claimants and those on
Universal Credit that are ‘outof-work’. Apart from some
seasonal rises during January/
February, the rate of claimant
count in Cheshire West and
Chester has been very stable
over the last 12 months,
staying at 1.4% of
the 16-64 year old resident
population.

Benefit claimant numbers in Cheshire West and Chester
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Numbers of residents

Nomis provides an indication of
those on out-of work benefits
based on DWP records. Key outof-work benefits consists of the
groups: job seekers, ESA and
incapacity benefits, lone parents
and others on income related
benefits,. For August 2016 the
number of people on out-of-work
benefits in Cheshire West and
Chester was 15,130; 7.3% of the
16 to 64 year old population. This
number has been steadily declining
since a high in August 2009.

Source: Nomis ONS Crown Copyright Reserved [from Nomis on 7 April 2017]
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5. Housing

There were 141,442 households
in Cheshire West and Chester
with at least one usual resident.
71% of households owned their
home either outright (34.7%) or
with a mortgage or loan (36%);
100,105 households. 14.7%
were socially renting (20,808
households) and 12.5% were
renting from the private sector
(17,734 households). Between
the 2001 and 2011 Census there
was an increase in households
renting privately.

% of all households

The 2011 Census showed there were 147,746 household spaces in Cheshire West and Chester.
35.8% were a semi-detached house or bungalow, 29.6% were a detached house or bungalow,
21.7% were a terraced house or bungalow, 12.2% were a flat, maisonette or apartment, and 0.7%
were a caravan or other mobile or temporary structure.
Household tenure
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Living
rent free

Cheshire West and Chester
North West
England
Source: 2011 Census table, KS402EW: Tenure. © Crown Copyright
2013. Office for National Statistics licensed under the Open
Government Licence v1.0.

The average household size is
2.3 persons. 65% of households
were one family households with
no other people living there and
29.6% of households were one
person households. Of those one
person households, 13.2% were
aged 65 or over (18,652
households). The number of
people aged under 65 living alone
increased from the 2001 Census.

Source: 2011 Census table, KS105EW: Household composition. ©
Crown Copyright 2013. Office for National Statistics licensed under
the Open Government Licence v1.0.

27.6% of households had dependent children (39,085 households). Of all households with
dependent children, 11.1% have no adults in employment (4,328 households).
83.2% of households had gas central heating and 14.6% had an other type of heating (electric, oil,
solid fuel). 2% had no central heating, 2,989 households. While energy efficiency levels have
improved since 2010, fuel poverty remains an issue in the light of sustained high energy costs. An
estimated 10% (14,461) Cheshire West and Chester households were fuel poor (Sub regional fuel
poverty, England, 2014, DECC).
In 2015 there were 204 homeless applications recorded in Cheshire West and Chester which is
higher than neighboring authorities of Cheshire East and Halton Borough Council. However it is a
lower figure than previous years. The main reason for homelessness is the termination of an
assured short hold tenancy and parents no longer willing to accommodate.
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6. Health
In the 2011 Census, 18.5% of residents reported they had a long term illness or disability which
limited their day to day activities. 81.5% reported their general health as ‘good or very good’` and
18.5% reported not good health (fair health, bad health or very bad health).
In Cheshire West and Chester, life expectancy is higher than the North West average for both men
and women. Life expectancy at birth is 83.2 years for women in Cheshire West and Chester
compared to 81.8 years for women in the North West. Life expectancy is 79.7 years for men in
Cheshire West and Chester compared to 78.1 years for men in the North West. It is similar to the
England average for women (83.1 years) and for men (79.5 years).
Life expectancy is significantly lower in the more deprived areas of Cheshire West and Chester,
with a 10.2 year difference between those in the most and least deprived areas. The wards with the
lowest life expectancy are in Ellesmere Port locality and include Netherpool, Rossmore, Grange
and Ellesmere Port Town. Heart disease and cancer are the key diseases that contribute to
inequalities for men. Cancer, particularly lung cancer, is important for women.
Female life expectancy
Dodleston

Male life expectancy
Tattenhall

90.2 years

85.2 years

Rossmore

Netherpool

75.6 years

73.3 years

The two biggest killers in Cheshire West and Chester
are cancer and heart disease. 45% of premature
deaths for persons aged under 75 years are caused
by cancer.

Mortality in Cheshire West and Chester

Other
causes
21%

Cancer
Smoking is the leading cause of health inequality in External
30%
Cheshire West and Chester with those living in
cause
4%
deprived areas more likely to smoke. Smoking is
linked to a number of preventable diseases including
Respiratory
heart disease and cancer. Although smoking rates in
14%
Circulatory
Cheshire West and Chester have reduced (13.6% in
27%
2015) and are below the England average (16.9% in
2015), smoking prevalence is higher for people
Digestive
employed in routine and manual occupations, making
5%
smoking a prominent contributor to the health
Source: ONS Mortality Files, ONS MYE,
inequalities that exist between those living in the
DSR uses ESP2013 and bridge coded
richest and poorest areas of the borough.
deaths, Public Health England

A higher percentage of Cheshire West and Chester residents aged 16 and over drink alcohol
compared to the England average. Estimates suggest more than 65,000 people are increasing or
higher risk drinkers. Significantly more people in Cheshire West and Chester are thought to binge
drink compared to the England average.
64.2% of adults in Cheshire West and Chester are classified as overweight or obese (excess
weight) which is similar to the England average (64.8%). 60.4% are active adults (achieve at least
150 minutes of physical activity per week).
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Cheshire West and Chester and gambling
A large number of people partake in at least one form of gambling a year, be it the National Lottery,
Bingo, scratch cards, the Races, sports betting or slot machines. Problem gambling is the point at
which gambling becomes an addiction and there is an inability to control how often or how much is
spent on gambling. This can result in damaging personal, social and financial effects, and problem
gamblers are more likely to suffer from low self-esteem, stress, anxiety and depression. They are
also more likely to go to prison as a result of criminal activity, and there is a clear link between
gambling and alcohol abuse (NHS England).

5. How many people gamble?
Recent research by the Gambling Commission indicated that 48% of people aged 16 and overhave
participated in at least one form of gambling in the past four weeks. In Cheshire West and Chester.
This would equate to approximately 132,170 residents. If the National Lottery is excluded, 33% of
people have participated in gambling in the past four weeks, approximately 90,860 residents in
Cheshire West and Chester. After the National Lottery (30%), the most popular gambling activities
are scratch cards (12%), other lotteries (12%), sports betting (7%), and fruit/ slot machines (5%).
Around 13% of gamblers will have gambled online in the
past four weeks, approximately 17,180 residents in
Cheshire West and Chester (excluding National Lottery).
Gambling online has increased slightly, especially in women
and younger age groups though 35-44 year olds still have
the highest online participation rate.

In Cheshire West and Chester:

132,170
residents aged 16+ are estimated
to have gambled in the past four
weeks

90,860
Excluding the National Lottery, gambling prevalence is
highest amongst:
• Men
• Under 35 years olds
• White/ White British
• Those with GCSE and higher qualifications
• Those in paid work
• Those with the highest personal income
• Home owners (buying with a mortgage)
• Those who are married or have been married

residents aged 16+ are estimated
to have gambled in the past four
weeks once National Lottery has
been excluded

17,180
gamble online

660
gamblers aged 16+ are estimated
to be problem gamblers

Many people gamble recreationally and have no problems
with gambling or its consequences. However, there are
those classed as ‘problem gamblers’ and those who are ‘at
risk gamblers’. It is these groups of people who face the
harmful effects of gambling and need support.

6. Problem gamblers

7,270
gamblers aged 16+ are thought to
be at risk or becoming problem
gamblers

Source: Gambling participation in 2016, Gambling
Commission; applied to 2015 mid year population
estimates, Office for National Statistics.

Problem gambling is defined at an urge to gamble continuously despite the harmful and negative
consequences or a desire to stop. It is defined by whether harm is experienced by the gambler or
others rather than the gamblers behaviour. Gambling causes this group of people serious
problems including financial - they may have debts and sometimes live in poverty; personal – a
gambling obsession can lead to the breakdown of a family; health – they can be subject to
depression, anxiety, substance misuse and may have suicidal thoughts; crime – desperation may
lead to criminal acts.
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According to the Gambling Commission, 0.5% of the gambling population in England are estimated
to be problem gamblers which is approximately 660 residents in Cheshire West and Chester.
The profile of problem gamblers is very different to the profile of people who partake in gambling as
a whole. Common characteristics of problem gamblers include:
Male

Lower income groups

Aged 16 to 34

Social renting or renting from private landlord

Singe/ never married

Smokers

Unemployed

Mental ill-health

Routine and manual occupation households

Low wellbeing

It is estimated that around 1% of those in need of gambling addiction treatment actually undertake
a treatment programme. An estimated 7.9% of problem gamblers are aged 16-24 which means that
there could be around 52 16-24 year olds in Cheshire West and Chester who are vulnerable young
people at risk of depression, anxiety, suicide, substance misuse, crime, and poor school
performance.
Problem gamblers are likely to participate in a range of gambling. Problem gambler prevalence is
highest amongst people who spread bet (20.9%), play poker in pubs or clubs (13.2%), use betting
exchanges (10.6%), use machines in bookmakers (7.2%) and play casino table games (6%).
The map below shows lower super output areas in Cheshire West and Chester with a population at
risk of being a problem gambler according to Acorn Wellbeing data (social segmentation tool).
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7. At risk gamblers
At risk gamblers are those who are experiencing some negative outcomes associated with
gambling but do not meet the threshold for being problem gamblers. They are at risk of developing
more detrimental gambling habits and problems in the future.
Research by the Gambling Commission indicated that 5.5% of the gambling population are
gamblers at risk. In Cheshire West and Chester this equates to approximately 7,270 residents. At
risk gamblers can be split into low and moderate risk.
Common characteristics of at risk gamblers include:
•
Male
•
Unemployed
•
Aged 16 to 24
•
Heavy smoker
•
Single/ never married
•
Heavy alcohol intake

8. Facilities in Cheshire West and Chester
In Cheshire West and Chester there are currently:
• 49 betting shops
• 8 adult gaming centres
• 1 track betting
• 2 bingo clubs
In addition, numerous places such as pubs, social clubs, nightclubs will have gaming or betting
machines; around 169 venues. The location of betting shops can be seen below.

Fixed odds betting terminals (FOBT) are touch screen machines found in betting shops on which
gamblers can play casino style games with £100 maximum stake per spin. These machine are
easily accessible, high-stake, high-speed gambling machines that have come under scrutiny for
being addictive and playing a role in problem gambling. In Cheshire West and Chester, an
estimated £172,368,381 is gambled on FOTBs, and £8,015,130 of that is lost in a year.
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