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1. Introduction
Cheshire West and Chester Council has asked Mott MacDonald to undertake a site audit of car parking in
Tattenhall. This technical note presents the findings of the audit, which was undertaken on Tuesday 17th
January 2017.
The purpose of the site audit was to identify all car parking facilities, both on-street and off-street, and
record their capacity and occupancy at the time of survey. For off-street facilities (car parks), details of
their tariffs, quality, maximum stay restrictions, and enforcement method were recorded. For on-street car
parking, information on any restrictions and possible causes of parking issues were recorded.
In addition to the audit, a number of potential schemes noted within the wider Cheshire West and Chester
Borough-Wide Parking Strategy are considered to have particular relevance for Tattenhall. These are
noted within the final section of this note.

2. Survey Scope Area
The map here shows the extent of the study area which was covered by the site visit. All streets and
publicly available car parks within the study area were audited.

This document is issued for the party which commissioned it and for specific purposes connected with the above-captioned project only. It should not be
relied upon by any other party or used for any other purpose.
We accept no responsibility for the consequences of this document being relied upon by any other party, or being used for any other purpose, or containing
any error or omission which is due to an error or omission in data supplied to us by other parties.
This document contains confidential information and proprietary intellectual property. It should not be shown to other parties without consent from us and
from the party which commissioned it.
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Figure 2.1: Tattenhall Study Area, Off-Street Parking Facilities and On-Street Restrictions
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3. Off-Street Results
One publicly available off-street car park was identified in Tattenhall. This was the High Street car park. It
has a capacity of 62 spaces, including 2 disabled spaces. At the time of survey, at 13:45 on Tuesday 17th
January, 43 spaces were occupied; no disabled spaces were occupied. This gives an occupancy rate of
69%.
Capacity Distribution
Spaces
Total capacity
62
Disabled spaces
2
% disabled
3%
Parent and child spaces
0
Motorcycle spaces
0
Bicycle spaces
0
Table 3.1: Distribution of Off-Street Spaces by Type
The car park is free and privately owned, although the ownership is unknown. There are no specified
hours of operation or maximum stay and there did not appear to be any time restrictions or obvious
enforcement. The car park was observed to be of good quality, but no lighting provided. There are no
staff or security features at the car park.

Figure 3.1: Proportion of Non-Standard Off-Street Spaces (Total of 62 Off-Street Spaces)
This chart shows that 3.2% of all off-street car parking spaces are disabled spaces; there are no parent
and child, motorcycle or bicycle spaces within off-street car parks in Tattenhall.
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The chart below shows the quality of car parks in Tattenhall. As can be seen, 100% of car parks in
Tattenhall were considered to be of good quality. Quality of car parks was assessed based on the
surfacing, drainage, lighting and marking of bays.

Figure 3.2: Off-Street Car Park Quality
100% of car parks in Tattenhall are of good quality.

Figure 3.3 High Street Car Park
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Proportion of Total Car Spaces
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Figure 3.4: Proportion of Car Parks by Payment Type
100% of car parks in Tattenhall are free with no restrictions.

Figure 3.5: Average Occupancy at Off-Street Car Parks at time of survey
The weekday occupancy of all off-street car parking spaces in Tattenhall was 67%.
The table opposite presents a summary of the details relating to High Street Car Park in Tattenhall.
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Total Capacity

High Street Car Park, Tattenhall
62

Ownership

Private

Control Method

Free

Maximum stay

None specified

Enforcement method

None

Quality

Good

Security

None

Staffing

None

Lighting

None

Weekday total occupancy

69%

Weekday disabled spaces occupancy

0%

Table 3.2: Summary of High Street Car Park Characteristics
4. On-Street Parking Results
There are no marked on-street parking bays in Tattenhall. All parking is unrestricted and unmarked.
Street name

Total Capacity
(Estimate)

Occupancy

Occupancy Rate

Burwardsley Road

10

3

30%

Chester Road

36

16

44%

Church Bank

17

9

53%

High Street

64

24

38%

Newton Lane (by Ice Cream Farm)

30

0

0%

Oaklands Avenue

26

0

0%

Ravensholme Lane

21

2

10%

Rookery Drive

20

0

0%

Tattenhall Road

36

1

3%

Grand Total

260

55

21%

Table 4.1: On-Street Parking Availability in Tattenhall by Road
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For the village as a whole, on-street occupancy rates were low; large proportions of residential properties
have off-street car parking facilities available in the form of drives.

Figure 4.1: Ravensholme Lane

Figure 4.2: Rookery Drive

A small number of areas with higher parking rates were identified. These were broadly opposite
Tattenhall Park Primary School, and on High Street/Church Bank around the retail outlets and other
amenities in the centre of the village. The level and extent of this parking is shown in the plan opposite
(Figure 4.3).
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Figure 4.3 Tattenhall On-Street Parking Extent
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Figure 4.4: High Street
Whilst the actual level of parked vehicles was moderate on average and no issues were observed at the
time of the parking audit, the narrow width of the road means that where vehicles are parked, the road
space can be reduced to only one vehicle at a time. In addition, there is a blind bend when turning left at
the junction from Tattenhall Road onto Chester Road, which may present a safety issue in certain
situations if parked cars are present.
It is understood from the Tattenhall and District Neighbourhood Plan (2010 – 2030) that:
“Traffic flow increases during the summer months and at many weekends throughout the year, as
coaches and other motor vehicles pass through the village to the Ice Cream Farm, Sandstone Ridge and
the Candle Factory Workshops in Higher Burwardsley. The village centre can become particularly
congested during periods of peak travel. HGVs and a lack of dedicated car parking provision can
contribute to this issue.”
As a result, there were high levels of local support during the Neighbourhood Plan consultation period, for
the document to “Include local traffic repercussions and mitigations.”
Whilst the reduction to an effective single lane was not observed to cause any issues with HGVs or larger
vehicles on site, and potential mitigation measures such as waiting restrictions cannot be supported on
the evidence available, the findings of the Neighbourhood Plan are noted. It is suggested that further
feedback from the public on this issue be sought with a potential view to further study of the issue being
undertaken during the summer months, to ascertain the level of negative impact as a result of the
effective reduction to a single lane caused by on-street parking.
5. The Ice Cream Farm
In addition to surveying the streets in the centre of the village, an audit was carried out around the Ice
Cream Farm, one mile north of the village on Newton Lane. At the time of the visit, there were no vehicles
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parked on Newton Lane. However, it should be noted that the survey was carried out on a weekday in
January during school term. The attraction is likely to experience seasonal variation and therefore there
may be greater pressures and overspill onto nearby roads during school holidays and summer months.

Figure 5.1: Newton Lane
The Ice Cream Farm has its own car park for customers, with a capacity of approximately 530 spaces.
For the majority of the year, this is sufficient capacity to meet the demand for parking, however during the
peak season, such as summer school holidays, capacity may not meet demand and there is anecdotal
evidence of overspill parking on Newton Lane. In relation to this, the Ice Cream Farm has submitted a
planning application to apply a hard surface covering to the grassed field which acts as an overflow car
park opposite the Ice Cream Farm, in order to expand the total capacity of the car parking provision at the
venue. A decision on this application has not yet been made.

Figure 5.2: Newton Lane
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6. Site Audit Conclusion
In summary, the parking audit of Tattenhall found one privately owned, publicly available car park, with
62 spaces, and unrestricted on-street parking for around 260 vehicles in the village centre. Occupancy of
the car park was 69%, while on-street occupancy for the whole survey area was 21%. However, streets
around the shops in the village centre experienced higher levels of occupancy than streets slightly
further away. In places, the narrow width of the road has the potential to cause congestion issues
where vehicles are parked on one side, although this was not observed on site. Given that this issue
was identified in the Tattenhall and District Neighbourhood Plan 2010 – 2030, it is considered that this
issue and potential remedial measures such as waiting restrictions on High Street and Chester Road are
investigated further.
No issues of overspill parking were identified on Newton Lane around the Ice Cream Farm.
7. Potential Parking Strategy Schemes for Tattenhall
As part of the wider Cheshire West and Chester Parking Strategy, a number of strategic schemes have
been identified. A number of these have particular relevance to Tattenhall.

Ref

Measure

Time
Scale

Rationale

P1 Location and Provision
TTL1

Assess feasibility of bringing available Short term
land into use for parking such as
(0-5 yrs)
council owned land

There is a need to assess the feasibility of
bringing available land into use for parking as
occupancy levels in car parks and on-street
bays is relatively high.

P2 Charging, Tariffs and Restrictions
TTC1

Investigate further the potential to
introduce waiting restrictions on High
Street and Chester Road to improve
operation and safety, and to better
serve retail and leisure users

Short term
(0-5 yrs)

Following further consultation with local
residents and businesses, investigate the need
to introduce on-street waiting restrictions on
High Street and Chester Road. This would
prevent or limit double parking to improve
management and operation, particularly in
relation to Heavy Goods and other large
vehicles.

P4 Signage / Marketing / Technology
TTS1

Promote active travel for short journeys Short term
within the village to reduce car usage (0-5 yrs)

P7 Management and Control
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Promoting active travel could reduce the car
dependency culture for short journeys,
therefore reduce congestion. This would also
alleviate parking pressures and environmental
impacts.
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Ref

Measure

TTM1

Forward plan future parking provision
requirements within Tattenhall by
working with private land owners and
car park owners to better manage
future provision through a more
transparent parking policy

TTM2

Time
Scale
Short term
(0-5 yrs)

Improve school traffic management
Short term
with relevant signage, traffic regulation (0-5 yrs)
orders and markings to reduce
congestion around schools

Table 6.1: Tattenhall short list of local measures
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Rationale
Working with private land owners and car park
owners would allow forward planning of car
parking requirements to be undertaken to better
anticipate future demand.

School traffic management requires
improvement as congestion that results from
school drop off and pick up is causing safety
concerns in rural areas.

