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Executive summary
Introduction and context
In January 2013 Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC) commissioned Neil Allen Associates
Ltd to undertake an assessment of need for open space, sport and recreation facilities in
Winsford. The assessment was prompted by the desire to look at the sport and recreation needs
of the town on a strategic rather than piecemeal basis, addressing the needs of Winsford in the
context of growth and potential site redevelopments at the former Handley Hill School and
Woodford Lodge School sites.
The study was undertaken in line with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The NPPF’s
expectations for the development of local planning policy for sport and physical
activity/recreation, is set out in paragraphs 73 and 74 which require there to be a sound (i.e. upto-date and verifiable) evidence base underpinning policy and its application.
This study therefore sets out a supply and demand analysis across Winsford and provides the
planning evidence base in line with para. 73 and 74 of the NPPF for a series of planning
applications for Winsford in relation to sport and recreation provision. It will also provide
evidence base information to support wider planning activity in the area, including the
determination of planning applications.
As well as supporting and guiding proactive improvements to sports facilities, this Winsford
Formal Sport Study supports the Playing Pitch Strategy, Open Space Audit and Assessment of
Need and the associated evidence base provides evidence to guide and support policies
within the Local Development Framework, including the Local Plan , Infrastructure Plan and any
emerging Development Management Policies Document. Specifically, this study will provide an
evidence base for the direction of Policy on Open Space, Sport and Recreation in the Local
Plan. The Study also supports policies in the National Planning Policy Framework.
The approach to the study was agreed with the Council before the commencement of the
study and shared with Sport England. Sport England has been actively engaged in the process
and is fully supportive of the outcomes. The agreed geographical scope was the ward areas of
Winsford as covered by the Neighbourhood Plan and the sporting scope to cover those sports /
facilities currently located at Woodford Lodge. No other additional sporting needs emerged
through the Neighbourhood planning process, other than water sport aspirations centred
around the river Weaver, these were not deemed relevant to the Woodford Lodge site.
In terms of demographics the population of Winsford at the 2001 census was 31,040. The
population is rising and set to increase further with the planned housing growth. The population
has a younger age profile overall than the rest of CWAC. There is however areas of deprivation,
a quarter of children live in families without income. There is higher than average limiting longterm illness and disability living allowance suggesting a far unhealthier population than other
areas of CWAC. Car ownership is in line with averages
Once a week participation in sport across CWAC is good however whilst it is not possible to
break down these figures solely for Winsford, spatial analysis of the Winsford area suggests
participation rates are lower across the town than other areas of CWAC. The dominant market
segments for Winsford highlight a profile which is generally an older and lower participant
profile. There is a consistent theme of slightly lower rates of participation in Winsford. This is in line
with the older and lower participant profiles and the demographic make-up, which suggest a
lower level of engagement in sport across the town than other parts of CWAC.

In terms of the demographic and strategic review a number of themes are therefore evident.
Winsford has a rising population but the population profile has a lower propensity to participate
in sport. In terms of playing pitches, current needs are generally met by current provision. Knights
Grange acts as a key site, which generally meets all needs. There are some open space
deficiencies, which will need to be planned into future development. There are also some clear
opportunities for improving leisure provision, focussing on the town centre and realising the
potential of the new E-ACT Academy.
Consultation focussed around the key sites of Woodford Lodge and Knights Grange. What is
evident is that Knights Grange, as identified in the Leisure Stock Review, is in need of investment.
Woodford Lodge is now an old and tired site and most, if not all consultees are resigned to its
loss. It has no special significance to the interest of sport, other than for netball, although netball
are now not using the site as significantly and are already developing a relationship with the
new E-ACT Academy. The grass pitches at Woodford Lodge are not used or required and there
is minimal use of the sports hall and AGP.
The consultation also explored the issue of Winsford FC Stadium, both the deliverability of a new
Winsford FC stadium and the appetite and drive to take this on. There was not a significant
ground swell of opinion either way to support a major new stadium development. Refurbishment
of the current Winsford FC stadium may therefore be a more feasible proposition.
Supply and demand analysis
Winsford currently has three main sports hall sites at Winsford Lifestyle Centre, Woodford Lodge
and the former Verdin School site, totaling the equivalent to 16 courts or 2,808sqm. Winsford
provision is above England and North West average based on facilities per thousand, personal
share and supply and demand balance. The Woodford Lodge Hall is not fully utilized and has no
strategic significance for sport other than Netball.
Consideration of potential population increases would mean a range of future hall requirements
of between 9.3 and 10.7 courts. If Woodford Lodge were to close there would be 4 courts at
Winsford Lifestyle Centre and 5 courts at the new E-ACT Academy. A total of 9 courts, all of
which are very new. Whilst the loss of Woodford Lodge would have an impact, access to E-ACT
Academy would help to provide levels of sports hall provision in line with needs across the town.
There is one full-size AGP pitch at Woodford Lodge. AGP provision in Winsford is below average
in comparison to North West and England. Winsford requires one pitch and any loss of Woodford
Lodge would require replacement, preferably in a central location to meet wider strategic
objectives of town centre leisure development and increase accessibility. Population increase
would have limited impact for additional provision over and above single pitch replacement.
The new FA standard based on chartermark clubs in an area suggests need for 0.5 3g facilities in
Winsford.
The 9 courts at E-ACT Academy and Winsford Lifestyle Centre would therefore meet sports hall
needs given population increases. There would however need to be assurances in relation to
the community use of the Academy and particulalry protecting Netball use as part of this.
Ongoing discussions re community use agreements will help to ensure this. There may also be
potential for smaller halls as part of wider housing developments. Winsford requires one AGP
pitch, so any loss of Woodford Lodge would require replacement. There is no hockey use /
demand so a 3g surface for football would present a better new surface. Development of this at
Knights Grange would animate the site and meet the town centre the vision. E-ACT Academy
would maximise daytme use of the pitch being located right next to Knights Grange. Population
increase would have limited impact for additional provision over and above single AGP pitch
replacement.

Given the demographic and participation profile of Winsford it is reasonable to assume that
these future demand figures present a worse case scenario as the growth will largely be of an
aging, population with lower propensity to participate.
Playing pitch analysis
The table below summarises the overall pitch analysis findings and evaluates spare available
capacity. It takes into account spare capacity across the week as well as at peak time. There is
no overplay at any existing site and therefore supply and demand can be calculated directly.

Situation

Pitch
Provision

Demand

Use of Site
Potential to accommodate
additional play at all sites:

Current Situation

Population Growth up
to 2030 (including
projected housing
growth) – Using TGRs
for current Winsford
Participation

20 Pitches
(40 match
equivalents
per week)

20 Pitches
(40 match
equivalents
per week)

17 match
equivalents per
week

23.5 match
equivalents per
week (additional
3 junior football
and 1.5 adult
football match
equivalents).
Mini soccer
increase by 2
match
equivalents

1 match equivalent at
Barton Stadium
6 match equivalents at
Knights Grange
6 match equivalents at
Woodford Lodge
8 match equivalents at
Winsford E-ACT
Academy.

The additional 4.5 match
equivalents could all be
accommodated at Knights
Grange within existing
capacity, although pitch
availability would be limited
at peak time.

Minimum
Spare
Capacity
Overall
Situation and
Adequacy of
Provision
Scope to
accommodate
additional 23
match
equivalents per
week (46
teams)
assuming
pitches are of
average
quality. All
existing pitch
sites are
underplayed.
Scope to
accommodate
additional 16.5
match
equivalents per
week (33
teams)
assuming
pitches are of
average
quality. Knights
Grange and
Barton Stadium
can
accommodate
all play, with
some use of EACT Academy.

Impact for Woodford
Lodge Playing Fields

Woodford Lodge
Playing Fields not
used at all – not
required to meet
existing demand.

The Woodford
Lodge Playing Fields
are not required to
accommodate this
additional demand
– there is spare
capacity at other
sites – there will be
scope to
accommodate an
additional 10.5
match equivalents
(21 teams)if the
playing fields at
Woodford Lodge
were lost.

The table illustrates that there remains sufficient capacity to meet current and projected
demand. Provision is likely to remain sufficient through the ongoing use of Knights Grange and
Barton Stadium. Pitches at E-ACT Academy will remain able to accommodate additional play.
Use of Verdin Fields as strategic reserve will provide further comfort meaning Woodford Lodge
pitches are surplus to requirements.

Analysis of the adequacy of grass pitch provision to meet current and projected demand in
Winsford therefore reveals the following:

There are sufficient pitches to meet current requirements, with sufficient capacity of adult
football pitches and a stock of junior pitches just sufficient to meet demand. There are not
enough mini football pitches and adult pitches are used to accommodate this play
outside of peak time. There is sufficient capacity within the pitch stock to do this currently
without overplaying the pitches
Despite the overall amount of pitches that are available, Knights Grange Playing Fields are
well used and there is limited use of other facilities. There is some capacity for additional
play at Knights Grange
Modelling indicates that the ageing population is likely to minimise the impact of potential
population growth on demand for pitches in Winsford as the overall number of residents in
the age groups that traditionally play football will decline. Housing development alone is
likely to generate an additional 3 – 5 mini teams, 4 – 6 junior teams and 3 adult male
teams, leading to a requirement of 3 – 5 additional pitches
Modelling suggests that the surplus of adult football pitches will remain although there will
still be a lack of mini pitches. Junior pitch provision will become much more closely
balanced with demand. This situation is dependent upon the degree to which the E-ACT
Academy site is accessible to the community as if this site is not available, demand is close
to exceeding supply
Participation in Winsford is however below Cheshire West and Chester average levels.
Even if participation was to increase to the average level, shortfalls of mini football pitches
and junior football pitches would offset the surplus adult football pitches.
With regards decision making for future pitches this means that:
There are sufficient pitches to meet demand currently (although there is scope to
reconfigure pitch provision to better meet existing needs)
While most activity currently takes place at Knights Grange, increasing demands will
generate additional teams and there will be a need to accommodate these. It is unlikely
that there is sufficient scope to do this solely at Knights Grange. The proposed pitches at
the Winsford E-ACT Academy offer the opportunity to do this and community use of these
facilities is therefore essential. If these pitches are removed from the equation, supply is
very closely matched with demand
If community use of the Winsford E-ACT Academy facilities is secured, the loss of the
playing fields at the Woodford Lodge site has limited impact on the overall adequacy of
provision to meet current and future demand (assuming that participation levels in
Winsford remains constant, all indications are that Winsford has low participation). Similarly,
there is limited requirement to reinstate the playing fields at the former Verdin Exchange;
and
If however latent demand was realised, and participation was to increase to levels equal
to the average across Cheshire West and Chester, supply would become potentially
insufficient (even if the E-ACT Academy is available) and additional playing pitches
(potentially mini / junior) would be of benefit.
It is important at this point to recognise the lower levels of participation across Winsford and that
despite an increasing population, fewer people will live in the age group which take part in
most sport, and demand levels will therefore decline unless participation rates increase.

There are therefore several issues to consider:
Can the community use of the playing fields at Winsford E-ACT Academy be secured for
the long term to deliver future pitch needs? Discussions are on-going and the Academy
are very keen to ensure this. The community use discussions and agreement will ensure
this.
While the number of pitches is sufficient to meet demand both now and in the future, the
Woodford Lodge site and the Verdin Exchange site both contain several pitches. An
important component of the playing pitch strategy is the provision of large sites for local
clubs, providing a development base. While most play takes place at Knights Grange and
clubs are not dispersed, these sites may provide an opportunity to offer a home ground to
a club. There are several junior clubs with multiple teams that may benefit from this and
this is in line with new FA strategy priorities. No interest has however been shown in this to
date
In this context and to guard for future needs it may therefore be appropriate to retain
Verdin Exchange playing fields to meet potential demand in future years. If a sporting hub
approach was taken it would make sense, as Verdin Exchange is closely located to E-ACT
Academy and Knights Grange. Woodford Lodge is more remote from the town centre.
The Verdin site could potentially be retained as green space leaving the opportunity to
reinstate pitches if necessary. This site may also be required to accommodate play as
requirements for new pitch sizes place extra burdens on the current stock. Verdin should
therefore be retained as a strategic reserve
There is only one cricket club in Winsford and sufficient capacity at this site to meet current
and future demand. If participation increases were to take place to bring Winsford more
in line with Cheshire West and Chester, demand would outstrip supply. The introduction of
a more informal cricket league is a key priority of the playing pitch strategy for this part of
the borough, and
There is no evidence of current or future demand for rugby.
Conclusions and recommendations
There is adequate capacity in Winsford to more than meet the loss of grass pitches on the
Woodford Lodge site with capacity at Verdin Fields and on other Town Council sites to act as
further strategic reserve if required. The built facilities at Woodford Lodge (Hall, AGP, Netball) are
important and would need to be replaced. Use of the AGP is currently limited, largely as a result
of the surface and location. There is no hockey use or hockey interest in the facility, despite it
being a sand-based surface and all use is football. Any replacement should therefore sensibly
be 3g provision.
Community use of E-ACT Academy – hall, netball and pitches has an important role to play in
future sports provision across Winsford and this will be delivered through the current community
use negotiations. Alongside other provision, grass pitch, sports hall and netball needs for
Winsford will be met by the opening up of the E-ACT Academy. In short Woodford Lodge can
be lost if and when E-ACT Academy is open for community use. Similarly a new AGP centrally
located, potentially at Knights Grange would provide the site with the investment lift and be
welcomed by the Academy, who would make use of the AGP, located next to the school.
Developments around the Academy and Knights Grange would also meet the town centre
focus set out in the Neighbourhod Plan, providing a town centre hub and meeting Winsford
sports hall and AGP needs.

The evidence base is in line with the requirements of NPPF para. 73, it provides a robust and up
to date assessment of needs across Winsford and it illustrates the future needs of Winsford and
the subsequent options for future development of Woodford Lodge and Handley Hill. The needs
and evidence support the closure of both sites in planning policy terms as part of an overall
strategic approach and illustrates that a better deal for sport could be delivered by realising the
potential of the new E-ACT Academy and focussing provision on the town centre in line with
strategic priorities.
This approach is supported by the evidence data and all consultees, including the NGBs and is
in line with the locally developed Neighbourhood Plan.
In planning policy terms it is necessary to look at built facility provision and grass pitch provision
separately. Looking at the built facility provision needs first para. 74 of the new NPPF needs to be
applied.
The analysis of sports hall provision now and in the future shows the sports hall at Woodford
Lodge to be ‘surplus to requirements’ and that future sports hall needs will be met by Winsford
Lifestyle Centre and the E-ACT Academy. Although the population is increasing and there is
planned housing growth, the impacts will not be significant as fewer people will live in the age
group which take part in most sport, and demand levels will therefore decline unless
participation rates increase. All indicators in Winsford, which has low participation levels suggests
this is unlikely. Netball use of the hall, which will be displaced will need to be protected at E-ACT
Academy. A relationship is currently being developed in this regard through use of the existing
Verdin School hall, which will be transferred to the new sports hall.
The AGP at Woodford Lodge will need to be replaced. A better future provision will be a 3g
surface located more centrally located, potentially at Knights Grange. This is supported by the
FA and England Hockey. The current Woodford Lodge pitch is not used by hockey, is poorly
located and has no strategic importance for hockey. All the needs are football and a better
deal for sport would be a more centrally located football specific surface. The Woodford Lodge
AGP should not be closed until replacement provision is made.
In terms of grass pitches, the assessment shows the pitches at Woodford Lodge and Handley Hill
are surplus to requirements in line with E1. They are not currently used and the scenario testing,
building on the 2011 CWAC PPS and future population projections demonstrates ‘a quantified
and documented assessment of current and future needs demonstrates that there is an excess
of playing field provision in the catchment and the site has no special significance to the
interests of sport.’ This also meets para 74 of the NPPF, the first criteria, that the pitches are
‘surplus to requirements.’
Securing community access to the E-ACT Academy grass pitches is key to the above. The
current Head is keen to ensure the facilities are open to the community and the current CUA
negotiations will ensure this.
As part of the study detailed discussions have been held with the Academy, who are
committed to community use. Positive discussions are being held with the Council in respect of
managing the community use elements of E-ACT Academy. Any agreement will seek to ensure
joint-programming across all sites, ensuring optimum use of the Winsford Lifestyle Centre, Knights
Grange and potentially E-ACT Academy to ensure the most effective outcomes for sport going
forward.
It is evident that based on the 2011 CWAC Open Space Audit and Assessment that there are
shortages in open space provision across the town. Based on the analysis the way forward is to

ensure that the open space needs set out are built into proposed developments going forward
as part of the overall planning process via appropriate contributions.
A priority list of open space projects should be developed into the final Winsford Neighbourhood
Plan and contributions should be sought as part of wider site developments. This has been
agreed and built into the final Neighbourhood Plan and implementation strategy.
In terms of the future strategy for Winsford to meet the planning policy requirements and wider
needs, this is set out in the table below.
The needs assessment work looked at supply and demand, consultation and utilised Sport
England planning tools. Previous PPG17 Companion Guide guidance advocated the need to
adopt a standards approach to facility provision. The NPPF is focussed on the delivery of specific
facility needs, the needs assessment work clearly set out the surpluses and deficiencies across
Winsford and a list of priority projects clearly related to the evidence base to deliver these gaps
now and in the future.
Facility strategy element

Comment

Close the Woodford Lodge site

The Woodford Lodge site is not heavily used, is out
of town and of declining quality. In line with para
74 of the NPPF and E1, there is a clear
demonstration that the grass pitch facilities are
now surplus to requirements. Table 4.14 in the
main reports summarises the position.
The grass pitches are not used by the community
as Knights Grange meets all Winsford needs. The
scenario testing, building on the 2011 CWAC PPS
and future population projections demonstrates a
quantified and documented assessment of
current and future needs demonstrates that there
is an excess of playing field provision in the
catchment. The site is not currently used and has
no special significance to the interests of sport.
The AGP is not fully utilised and is not strategically
important for hockey. Replacement AGP provision
to be made across the town for football.
Netball is an important user of the Woodford
Lodge sports hall, although their use has reduced
as quality has declined. Having said this it will be
important to ensure that future netball use and
access is protected at E-ACT Academy through
the CUA negotiations.

Close Handley Hill

In line with para 74 of the NPPF and E1, there is a
clear demonstration that the grass pitch facilities
are now surplus to requirements.
The playing fields have not been used for several
years, they are of poor quality and sloping. The
small scale of the playing fields at Handley Hill
School means that the reinstatement of these
pitches would have minimum impact on the
adequacy of provision and would not provide the

Facility strategy element

Comment
type of facility that the 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy
prioritises i.e. multi pitch venues.

Open up E-ACT Academy for community
use

Use of the sports hall, grass pitches and outdoor
courts will be critical to the future Winsford
strategy.
The new E-ACT Academy provides the town
centre focus and hub alongside Knights Grange.
Discussions are on-going and the Academy are
committed to delivering community use.
Coordinated management will seek to ensure the
co-ordinated management of facilities and will
help to maximise sporting outcomes and benefits.

Develop new full-size floodlit 3g AGP in a
central location

AGP
replacement
will
be
required,
recommended the current sand based pitch is
replaced by 3g surface, supported by NGBs.
Location at Knights Grange would provide a more
central location, in line with desire to develop
facilities with a town centre focus and could be
used in the day by E-ACT Academy.
CWAC are progressing this and will seek funding
to deliver. The Woodford Lodge AGP should not
close until a replacement provision is made.
May be requirement for additional investment in
Knights Grange to ensure the pitches / facilities
can continue to meet future needs in terms of
capacity and quality.

existing

Consultation has concluded this as the most
sustainable strategy going forward.

Protect the Verdin Exchange Playing Fields
as open space for potential future
conversion to pitches if required, through
the site allocation process

Site may be required to meet future pitch needs if
participation increases – provides strategic surplus.

Refurbish and
Winsford FC site

re-develop

the

Well located as part of town centre hub alongside
Knights Grange and E-ACT Academy it presents
the sensible site to maintain over Woodford
Lodge.
Identified as key site in Neighbourhood Plan.

Meet general open space needs across
Winsford as part of wider developments

Build open space requirements into negotiations
with developers, utilising the Council’s PPG17
evidence base, PPS (2011) and this study.

The evidence base and subsequent strategy should be discussed with Sport England as the
basis for future planning applications on key sites across Winsford. The strategy set out should be
discussed and agreed before applications are made.1
Discussion need to be on-going to ensure the E-ACT Academy are fully on board in terms of
community use and this will need to be a condition of any planning application. This would
support the existing CUA requirement on the overall school development.
Funding avenues will also need to be explored to deliver the strategy. Given the potential level
of funding required to refurbish or re-develop the leisure facility infrastructure across Winsford in
line with the strategy it is therefore likely that investment will only be achieved through a
combination of opportunities.
It is evident is that there are solutions to deliver a long-term investment strategy for Winsford and
these will need to be set out in more detail to demonstrate deliverability alongside any planning
applications.

1

Discussions have been held with Sport England who have signed off the approach.

1. Introduction and background
Introduction
In January 2013 Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC) commissioned Neil Allen Associates
Ltd to undertake an assessment of need for open space, sport and recreation facilities in
Winsford. The assessment was prompted by the desire to look at the sport and recreation needs
of the town on a strategic rather than piecemeal basis, addressing the needs of Winsford in the
context of growth and potential site redevelopments at the former Handley Hill School and
Woodford Lodge School sites.
The study focused on pitches and outdoor sport, considering what the future facility
requirements across Winsford are likely to be, and how they can best be met. In addition,
consideration was given to opportunities to improve the Winsford FC ground, either at the
existing site or at a new location.
The study was undertaken in line with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The NPPF’s
expectations for the development of local planning policy for sport and physical
activity/recreation, is set out in paragraphs 73 and 74 which require there to be a sound (i.e. upto-date and verifiable) evidence base underpinning policy and its application. The relevant
paragraphs from NPPF are set out in italics below.
Paragraph 73
‘Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can make an
important contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning policies should be
based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open space, sports and
recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision. The assessments should identify specific
needs and quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and
recreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from the assessments should be used
to determine what open space, sports and recreational provision is required.’
Paragraph 74
‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields, should
not be built on unless:
An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, buildings or
land to be surplus to requirements; or
The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or
better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or
The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for which
clearly outweigh the loss.’
This study therefore sets out a supply and demand analysis across Winsford and provides the
planning evidence base in line with para. 73 and 74 for a series of linked planning applications
for Winsford concerning sport and recreation provision. It will also provide evidence base
information to support wider planning activity in the area.
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Study aims and outputs
The study aim was therefore to produce up to date evidence on sports and leisure issues in the
town, that could be used to inform planning activity, including determining planning
applications by developing a solution to identifying and meeting playing pitch requirements
and any other sports facility requirements in Winsford, arising from redevelopment of the Council
owned sites (at Woodford Lodge and Handley Hill) and proposed development elsewhere in
the town. Also as set out, (as part of the work and in the context of change) to consider site
options, for improving the Winsford FC.
Woodford Lodge and Handley Hill
Woodford Lodge is an old secondary school site that was closed following its merger with the
former Verdin High School to form the new E-ACT Academy on the Verdin site. The new
Academy site is town centre based. Brio Leisure manages the remaining sports facilities at
Woodford Lodge under lease to 2015. The Woodford Lodge site contains a 6-court sports hall,
full-size Artificial Grass Pitches AGP and grass pitches. The grass pitches on site are not part of this
lease as there is no demand and usage and so these were not assigned over when the school
closed. No pitches are marked out and they have not been used for several years. The whole
site is poorly located on the edge of Winsford and usage is limited.
The current bookings at Woodford Lodge (2012/13 season) are set out below. On the AGP:
Winsford Diamonds Jnr football
Cuddington FC U14
Tarvin FC U11 & U12’s
Winsford Jnr Blues
Mid Cheshire Youth Football club
Sandiway & Cuddington FC Adults
Football Mundial Adults
Plus casual hirer slots, which are all football related. In the Sports Hall:
Winsford Dribblers Jnr football
Woodford U8’s, U9’s and U10’s football
FC star (local pub team)
Childrens Society Jnr Football
Winnington Ave FC Jnrs
Plus a Handball session run by Brio and some casual badminton and football bookings not linked
to clubs. Also once a month an indoor netball tournament takes place. What is evident is the
dominance of football.
Handley Hill is a former primary school with a single pitch site with no past community or current
usage.
The site plans overleaf show the two sites.
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Map 1.1 - Woodford Lodge site plan

Map 1.2 - Handley Hill site plan
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The study identifies the broad requirement for recreation provision arising from potential
development and redevelopment, taking account of specific demand and existing supply in
the area. It sets out a series of deliverable options for meeting future requirements for recreation
provision, which satisfy strategic priorities, neighbourhood aspirations and Sport England policy
exceptions, namely:
E1 A quantified and documented assessment of current and future needs demonstrates
that there is an excess of playing field provision in the catchment and the site has no special
significance to the interests of sport;
E2 The proposed development is ancillary to the principal use of the site as playing field;
E3 The development would only affect marginal land incapable of forming a playing pitch;
E4 The playing fields to be lost would be replaced to an equivalent quantity, quality in an
accessible location;
E5 The proposed development would be for an indoor or outdoor sports facility, the benefits
of which would outweigh the loss of the playing field (this excludes enabling development
on a playing field, where the proceeds generated would be used to fund improvements
elsewhere).
Methodology
The approach was agreed with the Council before the commencement of the study and
shared with Sport England. The agreed geographical scope was the ward areas of Winsford as
covered by the Neighbourhood Plan and the sporting scope to cover those sports / facilities
currently located at Woodford Lodge. No other additional sporting needs emerged through the
Neighbourhood planning process, other than water sport aspirations centred around the river
Weaver and not relevant to the Woodford Lodge site.
The approach to the study was as follows:
Development of a demographic and sport participation profile of Winsford based on the
analysis of Active People, Market Segmentation and Active Places data sources2;
Strategic Review. Analysis of the key policy drivers for Winsford, most notably the
Neighbourhood Plan and the priorities and aspirations set out for the area and specific sites
in terms of sport and recreation provision;
Evaluation of the current evidence base for open space, playing pitches and indoor sport as
set out in the Council’s Open Space Strategy, Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) and Leisure Stock
Review. Review and assess the findings of each strategy for Winsford and the issues for each
site;
Updating the key needs and evidence base for open space, pitches and indoor sports
facilities to reflect current and future issues. This entailed:
2 The Active People Survey (APS) is the definitive and comprehensive source of all data on sports participation and it is a
national data set with information by individual sports and for each local authority area. It measures actual participation
and trends and changes and is a key tool to help develop the evidence base for sport and recreation. Part of APS is to
analyse the data on the population to produce 19 market segments with distinct sporting behaviours and attitudes. This
includes information on specific sports people take part in as well as why people do sport, whether they want to do
sport and the barriers to doing more sport.
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o

updating pitch / club information and re-running the PPS model specific to Winsford
to produce shortfalls and surpluses. Undertaking a more detailed site specific analysis
to evaluate capacity and space to accommodate more play

o

In terms of built facilities, assessing the changes in supply and demand since the
Council’s Leisure Stock Review e.g. the Winsford Lifestyle Centre and updating the
supply and demand modelling for Winsford using Sport England tools

o

For open space, providing an overview of implications and changes

o

Analysis of Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) needs across the town.

In terms of the PPS (which was the critical evidence base), once updated the study also
projected the impact of the new development and the population growth using Team
Generation Rates (TGRs) and the suggested PPS local standard and also incorporated
potential participation increases into any future calculations, to ensure the study
recommendations were future proofed;
Consultation was also key to developing the options, this included:
o
o
o
o
o

Winsford Neighbourhood Plan representatives
Winsford FC
Other key clubs and leagues
Council officers and members
National Governing Bodies, particularly the FA to understand the issue of latent
demand plus Netball and Hockey

The report sets out the key findings under each of the stages set out above and concludes with
the way forward in terms of the development of a strategic approach to sport and recreation
provision across Winsford, which draws together and triangulates all the evidence derived from
the methodology.
The next section looks in further detail at the demographic and sports participation profile and
the key strategic drivers for sport and recreation provision across Winsford.
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2. Demographic, participation and strategic
context
Introduction
This section considers in further detail the demographic and sports participation profile for the
Winsford area based on Active People, then assesses the key drivers for the study, which provide
the strategic context for the sport and recreation needs of Winsford i.e. looking at more local
data sources and ensuring there is a balance between national data and local analysis as
illustrated in the diagram below. The key data sources are the local Neighbourhood Plan and
2011 Playing Pitch Strategy.
Diagram 2.1 – Balancing national and local demand information
National data
sets
e.g. Local
Sport Profile
Study Area

Local
information
e.g. facility
surveys

The findings from the review help to inform the development of the future provision strategy and
ensure that the planning policy proposals are consistent with approved CWAC policy
documents.
Demographic profile
Winsford was recorded as having a population of 31,040 in 2010. The study area is shown in the
map overleaf. Winsford makes up 12.6% of Cheshire West and Chester’s population. The
population changes of Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) in recent years have been different
to national trends. England has seen steady growth since 2005, whereas the CWAC population
fell between 2005 and 20083. Since 2008 however the population across CWAC has grown by
around 1,500. In comparison, Winsford has seen a steady increase, with the population rising by
over 4% since 2001. This is set to increase further with the potential housing growth.

3

Sport England Local Sports Profile
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Map 2.1 – Winsford study area

There are 20,0254 adults in Winsford (64.5%), which is in line with England (64.8%). There are 6,470
children under 16 in Winsford, which equates to roughly 20% of the population. This compares to
17-18% in CWAC. In terms of people aged 65+, there are 4,535 in Winsford (2001), which equates
to 14.6% of the population. In CWAC, 20.5% of the adults are aged 16+, and 16.5% in England.
Winsford therefore has a younger population age profile.
Crime in CWAC is relatively high. 13.7% of all people in the Winsford area live in the 20% of areas
with the highest crime rates. Almost a quarter (24.3%) of all people who live in Winsford live in the
20% most deprived areas in England. There are 3,710 people in Winsford claiming benefits, which
is 18.5% of the adult population. This is over 4% higher than the national average (14.1%). 26.2%
of the households in Winsford claim Housing and Council Tax benefits, compared to 18% across
England. The average for CWAC is lower than England, highlighting the fact that Winsford has
focussed areas of deprivation. Added to this almost a quarter of children live in families on low
incomes.
14.2% of people aged below 65 in Winsford have a limiting long-term illness, compared to 11.4%
and 11.5% in England and CWAC respectively. This is significantly higher, and may be a result of
4 All data sourced from Rural community profile for Winsford (Parish) Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) Rural evidence project
January 2012
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lower participation figures in sport. As fewer people are playing, the population is generally
unhealthier. Unsurprisingly, disability living allowance claimants are over 2% higher in Winsford
than CWAC and England averages.
In terms of transport, the figures for no cars to four or more cars are virtually identical between
Winsford, CWAC and England. Car ownership and access does not therefore appear to be a
problem. On the whole, travel to work for Winsford residents is a much shorter distance
compared to the rest of CWAC and England, this may highlights residents propensity to access
facilities and services in their locality. Only 3.5% of people in Winsford use public transport to get
to work, compared to14.9% nationally.
In summary therefore:
The population of Winsford at the last census was 31,040
The population is rising and set to increase further with the planned housing growth
The population has a younger age profile overall than the rest of CWAC
There are however areas of deprivation, a quarter of children live in families on low incomes
There is higher than average limiting long-term illness and disability living allowance
suggesting a far unhealthier population than other areas of CWAC
Car ownership is in line with averages
The issues set out will have an impact on sports participation. The detailed analysis is set out in
the next section.
Sports participation profile
As illustrated in table 2.1 below once a week participation in sport is increasing across Cheshire
West and Chester and is higher than both the regional and national average, according to the
Sport England Active People Survey. In terms of the most popular sports across CWAC,
participation is again higher in all 5 top sports in comparison to the north-west and England,
including football.
Table 2.1 - Once a week participation in sport
Year
2005/06
2007/08
2008/09
2009/10
2010/11
2011/12

Cheshire West &
Chester
36.3%
38.9%
40.2%
37.5%
39.1%
41.0%
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North West

England

33.7%
35.7%
36.0%
35.7%
35.2%
36.1%

34.2%
35.8%
35.7%
35.3%
34.8%
36.0%
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Table 2.2 - Comparison in top 5 sports

It is not possible to break down these figures solely for Winsford, but analysis of the Winsford area
suggests participation rates are lower across the town than other areas of CWAC. The map
overleaf shows the spatial breakdown of participation (based on the former Vale Royal area).
The darker area on the map corresponds with the rural area generally, lower participation in
Northwich and Winsford.
The areas of darker blue on the map represent areas of higher participation e.g. Frodsham, with
the lighter shading representing areas of low participation. Participation in Winsford would
appear lower, highlighted by the areas of lighter blue shading. This would accord with the
demographic profile, which suggests the town has issues in terms of deprivation, high limiting
long-term illness and low income – all factors normally associated with lower levels of sports
participation.
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Map 2.2 - Geographical spread of participation
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As part of the Active People survey findings Sport England analysed the data on the English
population to produce 19 market segments with distinct sporting behaviours and attitudes.
This includes information on specific sports people take part in as well as why people do sport,
whether they want to do sport and the barriers to doing more sport. In addition, the segments
provide information on media consumption and communication channels, social capital,
health indicators including obesity and engagement in the wider cultural sphere.
The power of these sporting segments lies not only in their ability to help us better understand the
characteristics of our potential market but also to explore the market base at differing
geographic levels. It is possible to analyse the market in a particular community, local authority
or regions. Each segment has been assigned a name which reflects the most popular first names
for the group.
Market segmentation allows us to develop a more sophisticated, tailored approach to
delivering services. In tailoring the service we provide to the customer’s individual needs, rather
than adopting a ‘one size fits all’ approach. It is one of the best tools we have to improve public
services and outcomes.
The market segmentation Map and profile for Cheshire West and Chester is set out in Map 2.3
below. The map illustrates the single dominant market segment spatially in each middle output
area. This does not mean there are not other market segments in each output area, just that the
map only shows the most dominant segment. The map is followed by Map 2.4 showing the
dominant segments across Winsford.
Map 2.3 - Dominant Market Segments across Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC)
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Map 2.4 - Dominant market segments across Winsford

Map 2.3 and Map 2.4 show the dominant market segments in both Cheshire West and Chester
and Winsford. The colours represent the dominant segments in each area. It appears from the
Map 2.3 that Tim (yellow) is by far the most dominant segment in CWAC. The other dominant
segment would appear to be Ralph and Phyllis (pale blue). Map 2.4 highlights that Philip (beige)
is the most dominant in Winsford, with Tim (yellow), Paula (green) and Elsie and Arnold (blue)
also dominant segments. The surrounding area is dominated by Tim (yellow) and Ralph and
Phyllis (pale blue).
Chart 2.1 - (CWAC)
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Chart 2.2 - (Winsford)

We can see from Chart 2.1 and 2.2 the actual dominant segments in terms of figures. As chart
2.1 shows, Tim is indeed the dominant segment in CWAC, closely followed by Philip (24,000+).
Elsie and Arnold, Elaine and Roger and Joy are also dominant segments with around 20,000
people each.
As Chart 2.2 shows, Philip and Elsie and Arnold are the dominant market segments, with 2,275
and 1,985 respectively across Winsford. Surprisingly, Kev and Brenda are the next highest
segments, followed by Philip.
In terms of difference between CWAC and Winsford, Philip is the dominant segment in both
areas. Elsie and Arnold are also high segments, though Kev is a much more dominant segment
in Winsford than CWAC. There is a much more even spread throughout Winsford, whereas the
dominant segments in CWAC are clearer.
The characteristics of the segments are set out in the table below, with the dominant segments
for Winsford highlighted.
Table 2.3 - Profile of all 19 market segments with dominant segments for Winsford highlighted

Segment

Forename &
brief
description

Gender/age/status

Ben
01

Competitive
Male
Urbanites

Jamie
02

Sports Team
Drinkers
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Male
18-25
Single
Graduate
professional

Male
18-25
Single
Vocational
Student

Sports most
Interested
in
Rugby,
Squash,
Windsurfing,
Tennis,
Cricket,
Climbing,
Gym,
Football
Basketball,
Football,
Weight
Training,
Badminton,
Boxing,
Martial Arts

Motivations
Improving
performance
Training for
competition
Social
Enjoyment
Keep fit

Social
Performance
Competition

Barriers

Time
Interest

Time

How to
increase
participation

Participation
profile

Better
facilities
People to
go with
Improved
transport

Most active in
population
Approx. 20%
zero days

Better
facilities
People to
go with
Longer
opening
hours

Second highest
participation of
all types
Approx. 30%
zero days
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Segment

Forename &
brief
description

Gender/age/status

Female
18-25
Single
Graduate
Professional

Chloe
03

Fitness Class
Friends

Leanne
04

Supportive
Singles

Female
18-25
Single
Likely to have
children
Student / part time
vocational
education

Helena
05

Career
Focused
Females

Tim
06

Female
26-35
Single
Full time
professional

Settling
Down Males

Male
26-45
Single / married
May have children
Professional

Alison
B07

Stay at
Home Mums

Jackie
08

Middle
England
Mums
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Female
36-45
Married
Housewife
Children

Female
36-45
Married
Part time skilled
worker, housewife
Children

Sports most
Interested
in
Body
combat,
Netball,
Pilates,
Running,
Aqua
Aerobics,
Tennis,
Gym,
Swimming
Swimming,
Gym,
Aerobics,
Ice Skating,
Dance
Exercise,
Body Pump,
Utility
Walking
Gym, Road
Running,
Dance
Exercise,
Horse
Riding,
Skiing, Tai
chi, Body
Pump,
Yoga
Canoeing,
Cricket,
Cycling,
Squash,
Skiing, Golf,
Football
Swimming,
Badminton,
Aerobics,
Pilates,
Tennis,
Cycling,
Horse
Riding,
Exercise
Bike
Swimming,
Dance
Exercise,
Body Pump,
Ice Skating
(with
children),
Walking,
Aqua
Aerobics

Motivations

Weight
Fitness

Losing weight
Activities for
children

Barriers

How to
increase
participation

Participation
profile

Time

Cost
Opening
Hours
Facilities
People to
go with

Active type
30-35% zero
days

Help with
child care
Longer
opening
hours
Cost

Least active of
A but does
participate
40-45% zero
days

Time
People
to go
with

Longer
opening
hours
People to
go with

Very active
type
30-35% zero
days

Time

More free
time
Help with
childcare

Very active
type
25-30% zero
days

Time

Help with
childcare
Better
facilities

Fairly active
type
30-35% zero
days

Help with
childcare
Cheaper
admissions

Average
45-50% zero
days

Health
isn’t
good
enough
Time

Losing weight
Keeping fit
Improving
performance

Improve
performance
Keep fit
Social

Taking
children
Losing weight
Keeping fit

Taking
children
Losing weight

Time
Cost
Lack of
interest
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Segment

Forename &
brief
description

Kev
09

Pub League
Team Mates

Paula
10

Stretched
Single Mums

Gender/age/status

Male
36-45
Single / married
May have children
Vocational

Female
26-35
Single
Job seeker or part
time low skilled

Philip
11

Comfortable
Mid-Life
Males

Elaine
12

Male
46-55
Married
Professional
Older children

Empty Nest
Career
Ladies

Female
46-55
Married
Professional
Children left home

Roger and
Joy
13

Early
Retirement
Couples

Brenda
14

Male / female
56-65
Retired or parttime

Older
Working
Women

Female
46-55
Single / married
May have children
Low skilled worker
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Sports most
Interested
in
Football,
Darts,
Karate,
Snooker,
Weights,
Boxing,
Fishing,
Pool, Ten
Pin Bowling,
Cricket
Swimming,
Utility
walking,
Aerobics,
Ice Skating
Sailing,
Football,
Badminton,
Cycling,
Gym,
Jogging,
Golf,
Cricket
Swimming,
Walking,
Aqua
Aerobics,
Step
Machine,
Yoga,
Horse
Riding,
Pilates,
Gym
Swimming,
Walking,
Aqua
Aerobics,
Bowls,
Sailing,
Golf,
Shooting,
Fishing,
Racquet
Sports
Swimming,
Utility
Walking,
Dance
Exercise,
Aerobics,
Step
Machine,
Keep fit

How to
increase
participation

Participation
profile

Motivations

Barriers

Competition
Social
Enjoyment
(ltd)
Perform

Time
Slight
cost
factor

Lose weight
Take children

Cost
Lack of
childcare
Poor
transport
Lack of
interest

Improved
transport
Cheaper
admission
Help with
childcare
Better
facilities

Least active
type within
Group B
Approx. 60%
zero days

Social
Taking
children
Improving
performance
Enjoyment

Time
Lack of
childcare

More free
time
Help with
childcare

Most active
within Group C
Approx. 40%
zero days

Time
Lack of
interest

Longer
opening
hours
More
people to
go with

Reasonably
active type
40-45% zero
days

Keeping fit
Losing weight
Help with
injury

Keeping fit
To help with
injury
Enjoyment
Taking
grandchildren

Weight
Bring
grandchildren
Help with
injury

Poor
health
Lack of
interest
Transport

Lack of
interest
Time

More free
time
Cost
Facilities

Better
facilities
Improved
transport

More free
time
Longer
hours
Cheaper
admissions
Help with
childcare
(for grand
children)

Less active
within group B
Approx. 50%
zero days

Participate
once or twice
a week
50-55% zero
days

Sometimes
participates
60-65% zero
days
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Segment

Forename &
brief
description

Gender/age/status

Terry
15

Local ‘Old
Boys’

Norma
16

Later Life
Ladies

Ralph and
Phyllis
17

Comfortable
Retired
Couples

Frank
18

Twilight Year
Gents
Elsie and
Arnold
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Retirement
Home
Singles

Male age
56-65
Single / married
Low skilled worker
Job seeker

Sports most
Interested
in
Fishing,
Shooting,
Pool, Utility
walking,
Darts,
Snooker,
Utility
cycling

Motivations

Help with
injury
Social

Barriers

How to
increase
participation

Poor
health
Lack of
people
to go
with
Cost

Subsidised
admissions
People to
go with

Female
56-65
Single / married
Low skilled worker
Retired

Walking,
Keep fit,
Swimming,
Aqua
Aerobics

Help with
injury or
disability

Poor
health
Cost

Cheaper
admissions
People to
go with

Male / female
65+
Married
Retired

Bowls, Golf,
Tennis,
Table
tennis,
Snooker,
Walking,
Fishing,
Swimming

Social
Improve
performance
and keep fit
Enjoyment

Transport
Lack of
people
to go
with

Improved
transport
More
people to
go with

Male 66+
Married / single
Retired

Bowls, Golf,
Darts, Pool,
Snooker,
Walking,
Fishing

Social
Enjoyment

Poor
health

Improved
transport
Cheaper
admission

Male / female
66+
Widowed
Retired

Walking,
Dancing,
Bowls, Lowimpact
exercise

Social
Help with
injury

Health
problems
and
disability

Participation
profile
Some low
intensity
participation
65-70% zero
days
Lowest
participation of
Group C
75-80% zero
days
Highest
participation of
Group D

Improved
transport
People to
go with

Approx. 70%
zero days
Medium
participation
for group D
75-80% zero
days
Lowest
participation of
Group D
Approx. 85%
zero days

The dominant segments for Winsford highlight a profile which is generally an older and lower
participant profile. Kev is the biggest difference in Winsford over CWAC, Kev is not a very active
participant group.
In terms of how this translates to specific sports, this is highlighted in the maps overleaf.
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Map 2.5 - CWAC

Map 2.6 - Winsford

Map 2.5 and 2.6 show the percentage of the population participating in pitch sports. In CWAC,
the majority is shaded in dark blue, suggesting participation is between 2.1 and 5%. However,
there is a band of turquoise through the middle where participation is higher (5.1-10%). The
majority of Winsford participating in pitch sports is largely between 2.1-5%, compared to the
immediate surroundings of 5.1-10%. The wider map shows a fairly even variance between 2.1-5%
and 5.1-10%. In the area highlighted, there is a total of 886 people who play pitch sports, with
Ben, Philip and Tim the most dominant (115, 112 and 107 respectively). The results for Winsford
comply with the majority of CWAC, with participation predominantly between 2.1 and 5%.
In terms of participation in sports in a sport hall environment, CWAC is virtually all yellow, with
participation between 20.1 and 40%, with very small segments of green (10.1-20%). Winsford is
slightly different to the surrounding area, as illustrated in map 2.7 overleaf. Virtually the whole of
the surrounding area is yellow similarly to CWAC, which represents 20.1-40% of the population
participating in sports in a sports hall environment. However, approximately a third of Winsford is
green, which represents lower participation of 10.1-20%.
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Map 2.7 - Winsford

In terms of Football as an individual sport, participation across Winsford and the surrounding
areas is very even. Bar two very small sections in Winsford, participation is consistently between
5.1 and 10% (Map 2.8).
Map 2.8 - Winsford

In terms of who would like to play football in Winsford and CWAC, it is again a very similar map.
However, on this occasion, the whole of both Winsford and CWAC is covered by a percentage
of 1.1-2%, with no variances.
In summary therefore once a week participation in sport is good however whilst it is not possible
to break down these figures solely for Winsford, spatial analysis of the Winsford area suggests
participation rates are lower across the town than other areas of CWAC. The dominant market
segments for Winsford highlight a profile which is generally an older and lower participant
profile. Kev is the biggest difference in Winsford over CWAC, Kev is not a very active participant
group.
The market segments are, on the whole, very similar, so the sports played in CWAC and Winsford
are also similar. Participation is Winsford and CWAC in outdoor pitch sports, sports hall
environment sports and football is very similar. Throughout however there is a consistent theme
of perhaps slightly lower rates of participation in Winsford. This is in line with the older and lower
participant profiles and the demographic make-up, which suggest a lower level of
engagement in sport across the town than other parts of CWAC.
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Strategic context
Winsford Neighbourhood Plan
The Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Winsford was first developed in 2012 and sets out the
neighbourhood aspirations for the town in line with the NPPF. The Plan has had significant
consultation and engagement with the local community and reflects well the aspirations of the
town moving forward.
The plan sets out a vision for the future of Winsford, along with policies on:
Where new development should go;
What sort of social and leisure facilities need to be provided;
What improvements are needed in the town.
The aim is to make Winsford a better place to live, work and visit.
In terms of growth the Neighbourhood Plan reflects the strategic policies of the Local Plan, in
particular:
It allocates land to provide for at least 3,150 new homes;
It allocates land for 35 hectares of new employment land.
The growth is critical to the future of Winsford and a key driver in assessing future needs.
The key themes set out in the Plan are:
Theme 1 Improve the image and attractiveness of the town as a whole;
Theme 2 Promote and diversify the use of the Flashes and the Weaver Valley;
Theme 3 Improve the attractiveness and vibrancy of the town centre;
Theme 4 Support and strengthen the local employment base and attract a wide variety of
businesses to Winsford;
Theme 5 Encourage sustainable growth;
Theme 6 Improve social, community and leisure facilities;
Theme 7 Improve movement around town and the region.
Theme 6 relates to services that are available to Winsford’s residents. Particularly strong is the
concern about the lack of leisure facilities for all sections of the population, evening economy
for adults, activities for youth and play areas for children. The aim of the theme is to provide
more leisure facilities for all sections of the population.
In terms of specific proposals for leisure the Plan lists the following:
Focussing on the River Weaver Valley as a leisure hub;
Concentrating developments in the town centre where they can be easily accessed by
everyone;
Investigating the potential re-location of the football club and re-developing the existing
ground for housing; and
Looking at the potential to improve Verdin Playing Fields.
At the time of the study the Plan was out to public consultation. There was nothing specific over
and above the issues set out for leisure which emerged through this process. Developing on a
town centre focus for sport and leisure provision is significant in the context of the future of
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Wood ford Lodge, which is isolated on the edge of town. Also developing Verdin Playing Fields
was identified as a priority, as set out later this provides a good site for ‘strategic surplus.’
2011 Playing pitch strategy (PPS)
Set out in this section is a summary of the 2011 Cheshire West and Chester Playing Pitch Strategy.
A more detailed analysis is set out in the appendix to this report. The PPS is a significant
document with planning weight having being endorsed by CWAC members. The PPS considers
the adequacy of provision in the Northwich and Winsford area as one analysis area. It also
evaluates the adequacy of provision on a ward by ward basis, focussing on Winsford.
The 2011 PPS was prepared prior to detailed work being undertaken relating to the proposed
location of new development in Cheshire West and Chester. At that time, population
projections indicated that the impact of population growth for pitch sports would be negated
by the ageing profile of the population and it was concluded that demand would remain
broadly consistent.
It is acknowledged that the proposals to locate large scale new housing in the Winsford area
mean that these assumptions need updating and projections of the adequacy of pitch
provision in Winsford to meet future demand require further analysis. The impact of both
changes to the population profile and the population growth, as well as changes to
participation is evaluated in section four. This section sets out the summary findings of the 2011
study, which has been endorsed by the Council and in essence this provides the current basis
for CWAC policy position.
Adequacy of existing provision (in 2011)
Using guidelines in Towards a Level Playing Field, as well as considering the adequacy of
provision across Northwich and Winsford, the strategy measured how effectively provision meets
demand specifically in Winsford.
Football
For football, calculations demonstrated that there were more than enough pitches to meet
demand as set out in Table 2.4.
Table 2.4 - Ward by ward shortfalls / surpluses (2011)
Ward
Adult football
Winsford North and East 9.3
Winsford South and West 1.6

Junior football Mini football
7.3
1.5
-2.7
-2.5

Note calculations have been changed slightly from 2011 PPS due to ward classification

There are several factors that should be considered when evaluating the implications of these
figures:
Figures assume that the temporal demand (when teams play and therefore demand
pitches) is the same as that across Cheshire West and Chester as a whole. In reality, the
majority of teams play in the same league and peak time demand is actually higher than
may appear through initial calculations. This however mean that the number of matches
each pitch is expected to sustain is lower, as there is limited or no play outside peak time;
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Shortfalls in Winsford South and West arise because teams based here are travelling to
Knights Grange to play. In terms of accessibility standards, the size of Winsford means that
this is acceptable and this locational deficiency is therefore not of immediate concern;
It is clear that there are shortfalls of mini football pitches – this arises through the use of
pitches at Greenfield School, which are not secured for community use (these are
therefore not included in the supply-side analysis).
With regards the quality of provision and site specific issues; the 2011 strategy evidence base
indicated that:
Winsford Knights Grange is a good quality site achieving a quality score of 76%. There is
scope however to increase the use of the site, with pitches sustaining an average of less
than 1 match per week;
Winsford United Stadium is well used and hosts over 2 matches per week on average. The
site is above average, achieving a quality score of 68%; and
The Winsford E-ACT Academy Playing Fields, which comprises two sites (Verdin School site
and Woodford Lodge) are underused by the local community. The sites are average in
terms of quality.
Cricket
There is only one cricket club within Winsford – Winsford Cricket Club, who lease their site at
Knights Grange. As a result, supply and demand analysis indicates that there is one pitch surplus
at peak times – this is the facility at E-ACT Academy, which is not currently used for community
sport. Demand for facilities at Winsford Cricket Club is high.
Rugby
There are no rugby teams in Winsford. The only facility currently available is at the Winsford EACT Academy and this pitch is not used by community teams. Verdin Exchange also formerly
contained rugby pitches. The RFU have no plans to introduce sport in the area, which would
impact on pitch demand, the focus is around Northwich.
Hockey
There are no hockey teams in Winsford. There is however a sand based AGP located at Winsford
E-ACT Academy. This pitch is primarily used for informal football. England Hockey has no
development plans for the area.
Strategy priorities
Table 2.5 summarises the priorities relating to the Winsford area that were included in the 2011
Cheshire West and Chester Playing Pitch Strategy.
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Table 2.5 - Strategy priorities (2011)

Winsford
North and
East

Winsford
South and
West

Protect

Enhance

Redesignate

New provision

Provision
sufficient
to
meet
requirements.
Knights
Grange
important strategic venue.

Winsford E-ACT Academy
– site offers multi sport
potential

Some
potential
redesignation
required (from adult
to junior football)

Winsford E-ACT Academy also
protected. Site offers multi sport
potential

Winsford
CC
maintenance
programmes
priority)

Deficiencies of football provision in
Winsford North and East although this is
largely negated by surplus provision in
Winsford South and West. There are
some pitches that have not been used
for several years. Reconfiguration of
pitch provision (and securing of
community use at some sites) may
mean that there is some potential for
disposal of these sites.

Shortfalls of junior and mini
football. No facilities – use of
facilities in Winsford North and East

Winsford Formal Sport Study

–
(local

Potential
requirement
to
secure access to
cricket facilities at
Winsford
E-ACT
Academy to support
the introduction of a
midweek league in
the Northwich and
Winsford area.

Reliance on school sites and facilities in
Winsford North and East

22

Summary of 2011 PPS
In terms of needs across Winsford the 2011 base PPS strategy identified shortfalls in Winsford
South and West but this was largely because teams based there were travelling to Knights
Grange to play. The size of Winsford means that this is acceptable and this locational deficiency
is therefore not a significant concern. As set out previously accessibility and travel do not
appear to be a barrier in the town.
There are shortfalls of mini football pitches, but here again this mainly arises through the use of
pitches at Greenfield School, which are not secured for community use. With regards to the
quality of provision and site specific issues; the strategy evidence base indicated that:
Winsford Knights Grange is a good quality site achieving a score of 76%. There is scope
however to increase the use of the site, with pitches sustaining an average of less than 1
match per week;
Winsford United Stadium is well used and hosts over 2 matches per week on average. The
site is above average, achieving a score of 68%;
The Winsford E-ACT Academy Playing Fields (former Verdin School site and Woodford Lodge)
are underused by the local community. The site is considered to be average in terms of
quality;
In terms of AGP needs, strategy identified two additional 3g pitches required across CWAC
as a whole, in Chester and Winsford / Northwich;
Woodford Lodge AGP pitch is not mentioned in the analysis.
There would seem therefore to be pitch reasonable pitch capacity in Winsford and potential for
the rationalisation of pitch provision. The 2011 strategy suggested that Knights Grange was
sufficient to meet Winsford needs and also highlighted the lack of use of the Woodford Lodge
AGP, particularly for hockey.
However things have moved on across the town. There is now a different pitch configuration at
Knights Grange. Team numbers have also changed. Most significantly the 2011 study
amalgamated the pitches at Woodford Lodge and E-ACT Academy as one. To understand
potential site changes these clearly have to be separated. Furthermore opportunities at Verdin
Fields and various Town Council sites e.g. Wharton Recreation Ground, Leaf Lane, Over
Recreation Ground were not taken into account.
Section four of this report therefore updates the 2011 PPS, taking account of these changes in
the supply side but also to demand arising from population changes.
2011 Open space audit and assessment
Set out in this section is a summary of the 2011 Cheshire West and Chester Open Space Audit
and Assessment5. A more detailed analysis is set out in the appendix to this report.
The CWAC Open Space Audit and Assessment (January 2011) evaluated the adequacy of the
following types of open space across Cheshire West and Chester:
Parks and Gardens;
5

This was the original Open Space Report not incorporating ward updates
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Natural and Semi Natural Open Space;
Amenity Green Space;
Provision for Children;
Provision for Young People;
Allotments;
Cemeteries and churchyards.
The document was prepared using a comprehensive process as set out in PPG17, therefore
following national guidance that included a full audit of existing provision in terms of quality and
quantity and detailed public consultation and discussions with key stakeholders.
Summary of 2011 Open space audit and assessment
The following key issues and priorities were therefore identified in Winsford in relation to open
space:
There is a lack of parks and the provision of a new park is a strategic priority of the open
space audit and assessment. The document indicates that there may be opportunities to
upgrade an existing amenity space or alternatively to provide a new open space;
The need for new natural space is identified as a key priority as the amount of natural
open space falls below target standards. The document emphasises the importance of
the protection of existing natural open spaces (prioritising strategic sites, sites that are
particularly important in terms of nature conservation and biodiversity, those that receive
high levels of usage from the general public and sites located on important routes within
the green network). Improving the poor quality of existing spaces in Winsford is also
highlighted as a priority – in particular because there are clusters of poor quality sites in
close proximity to each other and no site achieving target standards;
With regards amenity space, improvements to the quality of provision are highlighted as a
key strategy priority. Priorities are defined as sites that are poor quality but high value (ie
well used and serving individual catchments), areas where there are clusters of poor
quality sites and areas where the amount of amenity space is low. Winsford is prioritised as
there are clusters of poor spaces and low provision in parts. New provision in the area is
not prioritised (although Winsford North and East does fall below target levels of provision)
and the potential opportunity for the disposal of sites is identified. The area is not
highlighted as a key priority for new provision. The need to ensure that new facilities are
provided to meet the needs of new residents is however highlighted;
The quality of facilities for children varies significantly and there is a need to rationalise
facilities and to provide higher quality opportunities with increased play value. The open
space audit and assessment identifies Winsford as a key priority for both the disposal of
facilities and the improvement in quality of existing facilities. The area is not highlighted as
a key priority for new provision. The need to ensure that new facilities are provided to
meet the needs of new residents is however emphasised;
Like facilities for children, there is a need to provide higher quality facilities for teenagers
and there is an opportunity to rationalise facilities to do so. The open space audit and
assessment identifies Winsford as a key priority for both the disposal of facilities and the
Winsford Formal Sport Study

24

improvement in quality of existing facilities. The area is not highlighted as a key priority for
new provision. The need to ensure that new facilities are provided to meet the needs of
new residents is however highlighted;
There is a shortfall of allotments in Winsford with the only site being oversubscribed. As a
consequence, the area is identified as a priority for new provision. The need to ensure that
new facilities are provided to meet the needs of new residents is emphasised.
It is evident that based on the 2011 CWAC Open Space Audit and Assessment that there are
significant shortages in open space provision across the town.
2010 Leisure stock review
In 2010 CWAC undertook a review of its indoor leisure facility stock. The review set out the indoor
facility needs across the authority and provided the blueprint for current facility developments
such as the new Northwich Lifestyle Centre.
In terms of the priorities identified for Winsford the review noted:
The need for improvements to Knights Grange, particularly in terms of athletics;
The potential for expansion of the facilities at the (then) proposed E-ACT Academy site.
In the context of the above concerns were expressed about sports hall needs, in the context of
needing to ensure access to the new Academy facilities and the focus of the Winsford Lifestyle
Centre sports hall on arts and cultural activity.
Summary of demographic, participation and strategic context
In terms of the demographic and strategic review a number of themes are evident. Winsford
has a rising population but the population profile have a lower propensity to participate in sport.
In terms of playing pitches, current needs are generally met by current provision. Knights Grange
acts as a key site, which generally meets all needs. There are some open space deficiencies,
which will need to be planned into future development. There are also some clear opportunities
for improving leisure provision, focussing on the town centre and realising the potential of the
new E-ACT Academy.
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3. Future facility needs
Introduction
This section brings the existing policy priorities and strategic context ‘up to date’ in line with the
NPPF and looks at current and future needs by building in population growth. The section
employs relevant supply and demand tools but firstly sets out consultation with key local
partners.
Consultation findings
Consultation was undertaken in February and March 2013, to build on these strategic themes.
The key findings are set out in the table below.
Table 3.1 – Consultation findings
Consultee
Julie Kirkham and Kerry Graham , Brio Leisure

Key issues
All previous pitch usage has moved from
Woodford Lodge (WL) Knight Grange (KG) –
there are no issues with pitch capacity in
Winsford
WL was considered poor quality and grass
pitches considered not to be needed
KG meets all expressed pitch needs – changing
rooms are an issue
KG site needs investment / animating / greater
critical mass. Driving Range, Athletics Track
Sports Hall is used, netball courts, AGP is sand
based and 6-years old, dominated by football
use – but not at capacity. Grass pitches not
used, no demand
WL ticking over – in limbo – no daytime usage.
Site not currently community friendly. Current
lease to 2015
WL location considered ok. Sports Hall and AGP
provision required in Winsford. Potential to
develop AGP at KG (3G). Sports Hall options at
new Academy? WLC?

Mike Dix and Mike Roberts, CWAC

WL is now a poor site, almost redundant.
Operational deficit for Brio
Favour site release with AGP moving to KG and
Hall needs being met by Academy and
evolution of WLC. Academy view on
community use critical
Academy plans also include outdoor netball
courts
Winsford FC could be accommodated on WL
through land swap but would have to look
closely at feasibility and costs. Other sites north
of Winsford

Alan Warburton, Winsford Town Council

Consultation on Neighbourhood Plan just closed
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Consultee

Key issues
and returns being analysed. Circa 150
responses
Previous consultation identified desire for
Bowling Alleys, Skate Parks, BMX, Cinema, Ice
Rinks – things for teenagers to do……..(in line
with PPG17)
3,150 houses with CIL to fund community assets.
In draft plan housing allocation for WFC taken
out?
TC no agenda re football club, not highest
priority in consultation returns
But re-location or re-development of WFC an
important project for the profile / pride of the
Town
TC would look at support to refurb. on site with
development at Wharton Rec. or re-location
but not driving, have no alternative sites in their
ownership
TC don’t own much but manage 2 Recreation
Grounds and 4 Play Areas, plus Verdin Fields. VF
has potential for pitch use as do other Rec.
Grounds. VF a big site (4 pitches but a third
earmarked for resi?)
Weaver River development as a leisure hub a
big priority. WFC could feature as part of this?
KG needs a lift.
TC objected to closure of WL school and loss of
playing fields but now almost resigned to its loss.
Would want to see something developed in
town centre as part of leisure hub in line with
Neighbourhood Plan priorities
Barton Stadium established in 1938. Owned by
Town Council who lease to the club at a
peppercorn. Club get free use of site under
covenant, just pay for upkeep. Club have no
debts
Currently have a first team and under 12s.
Winsford Ladies use the site. Aspirations to
develop a junior set up
Any move would transfer covenant and keep
same arrangements (i.e. free use) and facilities,
bar and social club etc. Would ideally like an
AGP. Had been previous discussions to develop
neighbouring Wharton Rec.
Currently play in North West Counties Premier,
would require Conference North standard
ground (D Grade). Average attendance 106
Club not driving move but ground needs
significant investment / refurbishment if they
were to stay
Site move mooted by TC and site identified for
housing
Possible alternatives – Salt Union site (but fell
through), KG, Verdin Fields, WL. Flexible on
location and positive about WL

Winsford FC

Andy

Taylor-Edwards,
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E-ACT

Will be six grass pitches on site at the new E-ACT
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Consultee
Academy

Key issues
Academy
Build will also incorporate new 5-court sports hall
and outdoor tennis / netball courts and dance
studio. No AGP
Has been zoned for community use and would
want to encourage this, see themselves as
centre of community and bringing people on
site a critical part of this
Is currently some use of grass pitches on Sunday
morning and sports hall is let if receive inquiries
Will employ a community site manager in 12-14
months
Do not and have no plans to use WL site. Would
use an AGP at KG, agree the site needs a lift
Youth provision also badly needed in the area

John Riley, Mid Cheshire College

Winsford site not focussed on sport, takes place
at Hartford where use on-site facilities and Moss
Farm pitches

Alex Bedford, Cheshire FA

FA Facility Strategy key to future priorities and
investment
Would support development of 3g at KG on the
back of potential WL closure and investment –
providing the pitch analysis is acceptable
Key issues in terms of future needs – adult
football and ensuring there is sufficient capacity
in Winsford
9 v 9 likely to have minimal impact in Winsford
as very few age group teams
Would be potential to develop 3g as a 9 v 9
facility

Julie Longden, England Hockey

WL is not a key site for hockey – no clubs use the
site – have complained in the past about price
and vandalism
Considered a poor location and not
strategically important for hockey

England Netball – Sara Bayman and Laura
Fisher

WL is an important site for netball in Cheshire
Cheshire Elite League runs out of there. Teams
also use it as their home venue for regional
league fixtures
Northwich Sapphires have now moved to
Verdin for training, with just a couple of junior
training sessions at WL (is now a history and
relationship with E-ACT Academy)
WL is no longer a quality venue
Moving all of netball to E-ACT could work but
would need to be assured over access and
price issues

Chris Story, VR School Sport Co-ordinator

Engagement in school sport in Winsford is good
WL was best single school site for sport (facility
wise) but no longer
Sports hall was important and would be
reluctant to loose AGP
Winsford Lifestyle centre sports hall not ideal for
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Consultee

Key issues
sport and Academy is compromised by exams
– is a shortage of sports hall space across the
area
No problem accessing grass pitches across the
area. WL grass pitches not used
AGP replacement at KG would be welcomed –
agree with 3g (as no hockey demand in the
area)
Potential to develop AGP on track and develop
new track on Hartford Campus? Would
minimise grass pitch loss

Consultation summary
The consultation focussed around the key sites of Woodford Lodge and Knights Grange. What is
evident is that Knights Grange, as identified in the Leisure Stock Review, is in need of investment.
Woodford Lodge is now an old and tired site and most, if not all consultees are resigned to its
loss. It has no special significance to the interest of sport, other than for netball, which is
important, although they are now not using the site as significantly and are already developing
a relationship with the new E-ACT Academy. The grass pitches are not used or required and
there is minimal use of the sports hall and AGP.
There is adequate capacity in Winsford to more than meet the potential loss of pitches on the
Woodford Lodge site with capacity at Verdin Fields and on other Town Council sites to mitigate
loss if required. The built facilities at Woodford Lodge (Hall, AGP, Netball) are important and
would need to be replaced. The issue of AGP provision at Woodford Lodge emerged clearly.
Use is currently limited, largely as a result of the surface and location. There is no hockey use or
hockey interest in the facility, despite it being a sand based surface and all use is football. Any
replacement would therefore sensibly be 3g provision, which would be a better deal for sport to
meet the needs of Winsford.
Community use of E-ACT Academy – hall, netball and pitches will play a key role in meeting
needs across Winsford if Woodford Lodge were lost. Similarly a new AGP centrally located,
potentially at Knights Grange would provide the site with the investment lift and be welcomed
by the Academy, who would make use of the AGP, located next to the school. Developments
around the Academy and Knights Grange would also meet the town centre focus set out in the
Neighbourhod Plan, providing a town centre hub and meeting Winsford sports hall and AGP
needs, subject to supply and demand analysis.
The consultation also explored the issue of Winsford FC Stadium, both the deliverability of a new
Winsford FC stadium and the appetite and drive to take this on.
No obvious project champion emerged through the consultation. The club does not own the
site, it is owned by the Town Council and whilst they support the desire to improve the club
facilities they do not have any other large sites in the town to develop an alternative stadium,
nor do they have the capacity to drive such a major project. It would be a large capital cost to
find a new site, which would in all probability have to be a CWAC owned site. The club would
also not want to have to pay for use of the stadium, in line with their current lease arrangements.
The Council may also struggle in policy terms to be seen to heavily support one club, there are
numerous similar level clubs across the authority. Whilst a land swap could be considered in the
draft Neighbourhood Plan the stadium site is not presently allocated for housing.
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Given some of the issues raised in the consultation and despite the Neighbourhood Plan vision
there was not a significant ground swell of opinion either way to support a major new stadium
development. Refurbishment of the current Winsford FC stadium may therefore be a more
feasible proposition.
Future facility needs
The next section explores the future issue in more detail, developing the consultation themes
and addressing the supply and demand issues as a result of the planned growth and whether
Winsford has the right facilities of the right quality and quantity in right place now and in future
to meet its needs.
Key to the future facility analysis is the population growth predicted across the town. A number
of potential scenarios based on either predicted growth or housing numbers are likely. Based on
the predicted growth (natural change) by the Council6, the following table provides a summary
of the current and possible future situation (figures rounded so may not add).
Table 3.2 – Future facility projections

2010

Total
31500

0-15
6600

16- 59
19400

60/65+
5400

2030

34300

6200

18900

9300

Change

+2800

-400

-500

+3900

While the population is estimated (on natural change factors) to increase overall by 2800, this is
due to a large extent to an increase in those over pensionable age. The number of children
under 10 and adults in the main sport playing group(16-60/64) both decline while pensioners
increase by 3900. The implications for sports participation are clear – despite an increasing
population, fewer people will live in the age group which take part in most sport, and demand
levels will therefore decline unless participation rates increase.
Housing growth is estimated to increase the total housing stock in Winsford by 3150 houses.
Based on x 2.4 per house provides a gross increase up to circa 39,000. The growth figures of
34,300 – 39,375 have been used for future modelling of both facilities and pitch requirements (in
section four).
The facility analysis takes the Leisure Stock Review and PPS (AGPs) as the baseline and models
future population scenarios using Active Places analysis and the Sport England Facility
Calculator for future growth. The future demand for Sports hall and AGPs in Winsford is set out in
the following pages.
Sports halls
The Sport England Active Places database suggests the following current supply of sports halls in
Winsford.

6

Population figures based on 2010 ONS population projections
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Table 3.3 – Sports hall supply in Winsford

Location
WINSFORD
LIFESTYLE
CENTRE
WOODFORD
LODGE
SPORTS
CENTRE
WOODFORD
LODGE
SPORTS
CENTRE
VERDIN
SCHOOL SITE
VERDIN
SCHOOL SITE
NEW IMAGES
YOUTH
CENTRE
NEW IMAGES
YOUTH
CENTRE

Type

Ward

Courts

Ownership/
management

Access

Built

Refurbis
hed

Main hall

Winsford
Dene

4

Local Authority/
Trust

Pay and Play

2009

-

Main hall

Winsford
Over

6

Academies/
Trust

Sports Club /
Community
Association

1975

2005

Ancillary

Winsford
Over

-

Academies/
Trust

Sports Club /
Community
Association

2005

-

Main hall

Winsford
Verdin

6

Academies/
in house

Private Use

1965

2000

Main hall

Winsford
Verdin

1

Academies

Sports Club /
Community
Association

1965

2000

Main hall

Winsford
Verdin

1

Local Authority/
school college in
house

Sports Club /
Community
Association

1969

2003

Ancillary

Winsford
Verdin

-

Local Authority/
school college in
house

Sports Club /
Community
Association

1969

2003

In terms of future provision (not included in these figures) the new E-ACT Academy is planned to
be a 5 court sports hall in line with new Sport England guidance.
In addition there are other 4 plus court halls in the surrounding area within a 20 minute drive from
the centre of Winsford as follows (although some of these particularly at the furthest reaches of
this catchment will not be accessible to Winsford residents):
Middlewich LC, 6 courts, pay and play (13 mins from middle of Winsford)
Sir John Deane’s College, Northwich, 4 courts. Pay and play (16 mins)
Rudheath LC, Northwich, 6 courts, pay and play (17 mins)
St Nicholas Catholic HS, 4 courts, club use (17 mins)
Tarporley HS, 6 courts, club use (18 mins)
Holmes Chapel LC, 6 courts, pay and play (18 mins)
Legends H & LC, Crewe, 4 courts commercial pay and play (19 mins)
Winsford provision is therefore reasonably well contained to serve the residents of Winsford, who
alongside working patterns will access facilities locally. There are therefore currently 16 courts
available to residents. This would reduce to 15 as the Verdin School site facility is replaced by the
new E-ACT Academy 5-court hall.
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Map 3.1 - Location of sports halls in Winsford

What is evident from map 3.1 above is how remote Woodford Lodge is from the main town
centre.
Relative provision
This tool provides a pro rata supply of facilities of various types. It is population based and does
not take account of detailed population characteristics (e.g. age, gender) or the quality of
facilities. It is easy to understand and for sports facilities where there is not participation data
then it does provide a basic assessment of supply and can act as a benchmark for authorities
to compare themselves nationally, regionally and with neighbours
Using the Facilities per 1,000 population comparison on Active Places Power (APP), the relative
provision of sports halls (all halls) in Winsford and the wider area are as follows:
Table 3.4 – Facilities per thousand comparison by area

Winsford
Vale Royal*

All halls
94.58m2
87.66m2

4+ court halls only
80.94m2
87.66m2

NW Region
England

80.22m2
81.04m2

80.22m2
81.04m2
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*We have used the old Vale Royal district boundaries as this provides a more accurate local assessment covering the
Winsford area

Local provision for sports halls in this area is therefore above average.
Map 3.2 - Sports halls per 1,000
Key to Maps
The maps show the old Vale Royal
area, with Winsford highlighted.
The following key applies to all
maps.
Lowest values

Highest value

Winsford

Map 3.3 - Sports halls 4+ courts per 1,000
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Local supply and demand
This tool compares the local supply (capacity) of facilities against the demand for their use by
the local population alone (derived from population and participation data). It is only available
for sports hall, swimming pools and indoor bowls. This tool does take into account age, gender
and differing participation rates.
Main use is to establish whether there is an under/over supply of pools / halls / indoor bowls
within the Authority. It is not based on the catchment area of facilities which extend beyond
local authority boundaries. It is based and assumes that all the supply is met by all the demand
within one authority. Used in this context it is a useful tool to local authorities in terms of whether
they are meeting their own constituents’ needs.
Table 3.5 – Local supply and demand balance

Winsford
Vale Royal
NW Region
England

All halls
185% demand met
157%
170%
165%

As set out this is as always only a crude estimate of the level of demand met by supply within the
district, but the figures again confirm that a greater proportion than average of local demand is
met by local supply in Winsford.
Map 3.4 - Local supply/demand balance sports halls

Relative/personal share
This looks at the potential share per person (in an output area) to the ‘capacity of facilities’, the
outputs show which residents have good access to facilities, in terms of available capacity. Like
supply and demand above, it is only available for sports halls, swimming pools and indoor bowls.
Winsford Formal Sport Study

34

It is based on national participation rates and there maybe local variations in participation.
Personal share is therefore about the relative accessibility of local residents to halls bearing in
mind their capacity and proximity.
Table 3.6 – Personal share

Winsford
Vale Royal
NW Region
England

All halls
1.63
1.37
1.44
1.41

This suggests that personal share is higher in Winsford than the average, and confirms the two
measures set out above.
Map 3.5 - Personal share sports halls

Summary of existing situation
Total floorspace (of all halls currently in use) is 2808m 2, but this falls to 1256m2, taking into
account community accessibility or 1166m2 if only 4 court halls and their ancillary halls are
included.
Local provision for sports halls in Winsford is therefore above average, and a greater proportion
than average of local demand is met by local supply in Winsford. Personal share is higher in
Winsford than the average. In short current provision levels are good.
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Demand
Analysis of demand from the FPM is not possible for Winsford, except in very broad terms, and a
crude estimate of demand can be assessed with the use of Sport England’s Sports Facilities
Calculator (SFC). Applying the SFC to the current population data set out above, normal levels
of participation and demand would suggest that the following supply of halls is required to meet
the wider community’s needs (this is based on the current distribution of population across the
age groups).
Table 3.7 – Future Sports Hall needs
Population
Current – 31,500
2030 natural increase –
34,300
2030 plus housing growth –
39,375

Halls required
8.6 courts/2.23 halls/1350m2
9.3 courts/2.3 halls/1500m2
10.7 courts/2.7 halls/1650m2

Application of the SFC for the two other population figures based on the assumptions set out in
the population, it is estimated that the 2030 natural growth estimate would require 9.3 halls
sports hall space, and the 2030 estimate with housing growth between 13 and 21% additional
floorspace (i.e. 1500 to 1650m2 /2.5 halls/10.7 courts). The range of future needs is therefore
between 9.3 and 10.7 courts.
We know however that the future age profile is likely to be more elderly and the propensity to
participate in sport across Winsford is currently and likely to continue to be below average.
These figures therefore represent the limit of needs.
Analysis of current and future need for sports halls
In terms of relating these to current and future supply Winsford will have three main sites at
Winsford Lifestyle Centre, Woodford Lodge and the new E-ACT Academy (when complete),
totaling the equivalent to 15 courts or 2,808sqm. Winsford provision is above England and North
West averages based on facilities per thousand, personal share and supply and demand
balance. The Woodford Lodge Hall is not fully utilized and has no strategic significance for sport
other than Netball.
Consideration of potential population increases would mean a range of future hall requirements
of between 9.3 and 10.7 courts. If Woodford Lodge were to close there would be 4 courts at
Winsford Lifestyle Centre and 5 courts at the new E-ACT Academy. A total of 9 courts, all of
which are very new. Whilst the loss of Woodford Lodge would have an impact, access to E-ACT
Academy would mitigate this loss and provide a level of provision broadly in line with needs
across the town.
Artificial grass pitches
The Sport England Active Places database suggests the following current supply of AGPs in
Winsford.
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Table 3.8 – Facilities per thousand comparison by area

Location
WOODFORD
LODGE
SPORTS
CENTRE

Type

Ward

No

Ownership/
management

Sand based

Winsford
Over

1

Academies/
trust

Access
Sports Club /
Community
Association

Built

2004

The current pitch in Winsford is 100 x 60m with floodlights and available for club use on a
booking system. There is no use by hockey, all use is for football and the pitch is not at capacity.
In addition there are other full size pitches in the surrounding area within a 20 minute drive as
follows (although some of these particularly at the furthest reaches of this catchment will not be
accessible to Winsford residents):
Middlewich LC, sand based, 91 x 55m (but temporarily closed)(13 mins from middle of
Winsford)
Sir John Deane’s College, Northwich, sand based 100 x 60m, pay and play (16 mins)
The Grange School, Northwich, sand based 100 x 60m private (17 mins)
Weaverham HS, sand based 80 x 50m, club use (19 mins)
Deesside Ramblers HC, Tarporley, sand based 92 x 55m, pay amd play (19 mins)
Moss Farm L C, Northwich, sand based 100 x 65m, pay and play (20 mins)
All of these are floodlit except Grange School and Weaverham HS.
Map 3.6 - AGPs in Winsford
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Relative provision
Using the Facilities per 1,000 population comparisons on APP, the relative provision of AGPs in
Winsford and the wider area are as follows:
Table 3.9 – Facilities per thousand comparison by area

Winsford
Vale Royal
NW Region
England

All pitches
0.033
0.05
0.05
0.04

Local provision for AGPs in the Winsford area is therefore slightly below average.
Map 3.7 - AGPs per 1,000

Summary of existing situation
There is one pitch in Winsford, and local provision for AGPs in the area is below average.
Future demand
Analysis of demand from the FPM is not possible for Winsford, except in very broad terms, and a
crude estimate of demand can be assessed with the use of Sport England’s Sports Facilities
Calculator (SFC). Applying the SFC to the current population data set out above, normal levels
of participation and demand would suggest that the following supply of AGPs is required to
meet the wider community’s needs (this is based on the current distribution of population across
the age groups).
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Table 3.10 – Future AGP needs
Population
Current – 31,500
2030 natural increase –
34,300
2030 plus housing growth –
39,375

AGPs required
0.9 pitches
1 pitch
1.1 pitch

Application of the SFC for the two other population figures set out in the projections estimate
that the 2030 natural growth estimate would require 1 pitch space, and the 2030 estimate with
housing growth between 13 and 21% additional pitch space (i.e. 1.1 pitches).
Analysis of current and future need for AGPs
On the crude assessment from SFC, it is estimated that despite the slightly low supply of AGPs in
Winsford, there are broadly sufficient AGPs to meet expected demand at the present time. In
the future with the estimated housing growth, the requirement is for slightly additional pitch
space up to 1.1 pitches maximum, but not to the extent of one additional pitch.
There is therefore one full-size pitch at Woodford Lodge. AGP provision in Winsford is below
average in comparison to North West and England. Winsford requires one pitch and any loss of
Woodford Lodge would require replacement. Population increase would have limited impact
for additional provision over and above single pitch replacement. The new FA standard based
on chartermark clubs in an area suggests need for 0.5 3g facilities in Winsford.
The loss of the Woodford Lodge pitch without equivalent alternative provision would therefore
leave Winsford under supplied at present with AGPs, although there is probably no strategic
case for any additional pitches in the future to meet additional need unless there is a shift in
participation or a sports development need can be identified. In short the AGP would require
replacement. We know although the pitch is sand based, there is no hockey use. All use is for
football. Consultation with England Hockey revealed the site is of no strategic significance for
hockey. Any replacement AGP (subject to a more detailed business case) should probably be a
third generation surface.
Alternative locations for any new sports facilities in Winsford
On the basis of the Single Facility Catchment tool in APP, a simple assessment has been carried
out of the population within various catchments of key locations for new facilities in the town.
The Neighbourhood Plan has the vision of town centre leisure development and it is evident that
developments around the new E-ACT Academy and Knights Grange are better located than
the current out of town Woodford Lodge site.
Table 3.11 – Facilities per thousand comparison by area

Winsford E-ACT
Woodford Lodge SC
Winsford Lifestyle C
Knights Grange
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Pop within 10 mins car
30047
27418
30091
26911

Pop within 10 mins walk
5340
2281
4854
4092
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Summary
Winsford currently has three main sports hall sites at Winsford Lifestyle Centre, Woodford Lodge
and the former Verdin School site, totaling the equivalent to 16 courts or 2,808sqm. Winsford
provision is above England and North West average based on facilities per thousand, personal
share and supply and demand balance. The Woodford Lodge Sports Hall is important for netball
but is not fully utilized and has no strategic significance for other sports.
Consideration of potential population increases would mean a range of future hall requirements
of between 9.3 and 10.7 courts. If Woodford Lodge were to close there would be 4 courts at
Winsford Lifestyle Centre and 5 courts at the new E-ACT Academy. A total of 9 courts, all of
which are very new. Whilst the loss of Woodford Lodge would have an impact, access to E-ACT
Academy could mitigate this loss and provide a level of provision broadly in line with needs
across the town.
There is one full-size AGP pitch at Woodford Lodge. AGP provision in Winsford is below average
in comparison to North West and England. Winsford requires one pitch and any loss of Woodford
Lodge would require replacement. Population increase would have limited impact for
additional provision over and above single pitch replacement. The new FA standard based on
chartermark clubs in an area suggests need for 0.5 3g facilities in Winsford.
The 9 halls at E-ACT Academy and Winsford Lifestyle Centre would therefore meet sports hall
needs given population increases. There would however need to be assurances in relation to
the community use of the Academy and particularly protecting Netball use as part of this. There
may also be potential for smaller halls as part of wider housing developments. Winsford requires
one AGP pitch, so any loss of Woodford Lodge would require replacement. There is no hockey
use / demand so a 3g surface for football would present a better new surface. Development of
this at Knights Grange would animate the site and meet the town centre the vision. E-ACT
Academy would maximise daytme use of the pitch being located right next to Knights Grange.
Population increase would have limited impact for additional provision over and above the
single AGP pitch replacement of the Woodford Lodge AGP.
Given the demographic and particiaption profile of Winsford it is reasonable to assume that
these future demand figures present a worse case scenarrio as the growth will largely be of an
aging, population with lower propensity to participate. Furthermore to some extent the
additional population growth resulting from the housing growth may have been picked up
within the natural change projections, so there could be an element of double counting.
The next section analyses the future grass pitch needs across Winsford utilising the Sport England
Playing Pitch methodology applied on an area basis to Winsford.
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4. Future playing pitch analysis
Introduction
In order to fully understand the implications of proposed residential development in Winsford for
playing pitch provision, the figures presented in the 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy (under section
two) have been updated to represent the picture in Winsford in 2013 and then into the future
based on population scenarios.
This update takes into account changes to both the pitch stock and the teams playing in the
Winsford area and is based upon data supplied by the Football Association, online research,
consultation with stakeholders and site visits where required.
The pitch stock has remained relatively static, although the number of adult pitches has
decreased slightly, while the number of junior pitches has increased. Some changes to
participation have also taken place.
Looking at 2013 first, the key changes are as follows:
Pitch provision at Winsford Knights Grange has reduced (from 9 adult playing pitches in
2011 to 7 now). The 5 junior pitches remain;
Pitch provision at the Winsford E-ACT Academy sites has evolved. The school no longer
occupies the Woodford Lodge site and pitches at this site are no longer used although
they remain. The last time that facilities were used, provision is believed to have been
equivalent to one adult football pitch, two junior football pitches and a junior rugby pitch.
The Academy is currently based on the former Verdin High School site and this space
currently contains four adult football pitches and two rugby pitches. The new academy
facilities are due to open in September 2013;There is evidence that clubs are using playing
fields at Darnhall Primary School and there is more limited use of the pitch at Greenfields
Primary School;
Participation across Winsford remains broadly similar for adults, but the number of junior
teams has increased slightly due to the growth of the Winsford Diamonds Club and
Woodford Junior Football Club; and
Clubs are now travelling to Winsford to play from outside of the town – Davenham JFC are
playing some fixtures at Knights Grange.
The current pitch stock in Winsford is summarised in Table 4.1 overleaf. Site specific details are
provided in Table 4.2 overleaf.
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Table 4.1 - Summary pitch provision in Winsford
Level
Access

of

Community
Use
Unsecured
Community
Use
No
community
use
TOTAL

Number of
Adult
Football
Pitches

Number of
Junior
Football
Pitches

Number of
Mini
Football
Pitches

Number of
Cricket
Pitches

Number of
Rugby
Pitches

Number of
AGPs

13

7

0

1

2

1

0

1

2

1

3

10
13

20

Table 4.2 - Pitch provision in Winsford – site specific details

Site
Barton
Stadium
Winsford
United
Knights
Grange
Sports
Complex
Knights
Grange
Sports
Complex
Winsford
Cricket Club
Winsford
EACT
Academy
Woodford
Lodge
Playing Fields
Darnhall
Primary
School
Greenfields
Primary
Grange
Community
Primary
School
Wharton
Church
of
England
Primary
School
Willow Wood

Ownership /
Mgmt

Voluntary
Sector

Local
Authority

Number
of Adult
Football
Pitches

1

7

Number
of Junior
Football
Pitches

0

5

Number
of Mini
Football
Pitches

0

0

Number
of
Cricket
Pitches

0

0

Number
of Rugby
Pitches

0

0

Numb
er
of
AGPs

Level
of
Community
Use

0

Secured
Community
Use

0

Secured
Community
Use

Voluntary
Sector

0

0

0

1

0

0

Academy

4

0

0

0

1

0

Academy

1

2

0

0

1

1

LEA

0

2

0

0

0

0

LEA

0

1

0

0

0

0

Secured
Community
Use
Secured
Community
Use
Secured
Community
use
Unsecured
community
use
Unsecured
Community
Use

0

No
community
use

0
0

No
community
use
No

LEA

LEA
LEA
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0

0
0

1

1
1

0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0
0
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Community
Primary
School
Winsford High
Street
Community
Primary
School
Over St Johns
CE
Overhall
Community
School
St
Chads
Church
of
England
Primary
School
St
Josephs
Catholic
Primary
School

community
use

LEA

0

2

0

0

0

0

LEA

0

1

0

0

0

0

LEA

0

2

0

0

0

0

No
community
use
No
community
use
No
community
use

0

No
community
use

0

No
community
use

LEA

0

LEA

0

1

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

Table 4.3 summarises the clubs and teams are now playing in Winsford while Table 4.4 provides
club specific details. It indicates that there are still no hockey or rugby clubs and demonstrates
that almost all play still takes place at Knights Grange. The consultation revealed this to be a
sustainable position.

Football

13

Cricket

3

1

18

Mini Teams

Mixed junior

Junior female

Junior Male

Sport

Ladies Teams

Adult Male

Youth Teams

Table 4.3 - Participation in Winsford

12

3

Rugby
Hockey
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Table 4.4 - Sports Clubs in Winsford
Adult
Male

Ladies

1

0

Knights Grange

Football

The Ark
Top House
Villa

1

0

Knights Grange

Football

Old Star FC

1

0

Knights Grange

Football

Pockets FC
Knights
Grange

1

0

Knights Grange

1

0

Knights Grange

Saxons FC
Top House
FC
WCC
Wanderers
Winsford
Junior Blues
Winsford
Diamonds
Davenham
Rangers
U11
Woodford
FC U8
Winsford
Over3
Woodford
Barca U18
Winsford
United
Winsford
Ladies
Winsford
Cricket
Club

1

0

Knights Grange

1

0

Knights Grange

1

0

Knights Grange

Sport

Club

Football

Football
Football
Football
Football
Football
Football

Football
Football
Football
Football
Football
Football

Cricket

Junior
Male

Junior
Female

Mini
Soccer

5
2
(U17
and U18)

8

Knights Grange
6

2
1
1
1

Knights Grange

Knights Grange
6

Knights Grange
Knights Grange
Knights Grange

1

1
1

3

Venue

Barton Stadium
Barton Stadium

3

Winsford Cricket
Club

Adequacy of existing provision
‘Towards a Level Playing Field’ measures the adequacy of existing provision by evaluating the
ability of pitches to meet peak time demand.
Reflecting this, the 2011 Cheshire West and Chester Playing Pitch Strategy considered the
adequacy of pitch provision across the Borough and demonstrated that play is evenly split
between Saturday and Sunday play, with just 45% of adult play taking place at peak time and
49% of junior play.
In the Winsford area, play is now concentrated in a small number of leagues and peak time
demand is higher. The number of teams playing on a Saturday has also declined since the
previous strategy. This means that 62% of teams requiring adult sized pitches play at peak time
and 61% of junior teams. All mini teams are playing on a Saturday morning.
To ensure that the current situation in Winsford is therefore reflected, this balance of play has
been used to calculate peak time supply and demand for the purposes of this assessment.
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Table 4.5 therefore outlines the shortfalls and surpluses based on the current provision and
existing demand. It includes only those pitches that are available for secured community use.
Table 4.5 - Adequacy of existing provision in Winsford (2013)
Adult football
9.0

Junior football
1.5

Mini football
-6.0

Cricket
0

Rugby
2

Table 4.5 indicates that provision is sufficient to meet requirements at peak time with the
exception of mini soccer. The shortfall of mini soccer pitches occurs as there are no dedicated
facilities for this form of the game and instead a combination of junior / adult football pitches at
Knights Grange, and pitches at Darnhall Primary School (that are not secured) are used to meet
this demand. There are only just enough pitches to meet demand from junior football teams.
There are sufficient adult football pitches and there are also two rugby pitches surplus to
requirements (there are no community rugby teams in Winsford. Rugby is focussed in Northwich
at Northwich RFC). Supply equals demand for cricket.
Table 4.5 however disguises an in-balance of use at sites in Winsford. This issue was also raised in
the 2011 Cheshire West and Chester Playing Pitch Strategy.
Table 4.6 therefore explores the use of pitches at each of the specific sites in Winsford. It reveals
that while Knights Grange is used heavily for football, several other sites are not used at all. There
is limited spare capacity at peak time at Knights Grange, although there are spaces at all other
facilities in the town. Despite heavy use at peak times, there is capacity to increase the amount
of play at Knights Grange across the week (assuming that pitches can sustain at least 2 games
per week).
There is capacity for additional play at Winsford Cricket Club across the week, although there
are two teams on a Saturday, meaning that no additional play can be accommodated at this
time.
Table 4.6 - Use of playing fields in Winsford
Site

Pitch provision

Teams using pitch

Barton Stadium
- Winsford
United

1 adult (2
match
equivalents)

2 adult teams and 1 youth
team (1.5 match
equivalents)

Knights Grange
Sports Complex

7 adult, 5
junior (12
match
equivalents)

11 adult, 17 junior and 6 to
12 mini (17 match
equivalents)

Woodford
Lodge

1 adult
football, 2
junior football,
1 AGP

Winsford Formal Sport Study

No community use

Use of site
Potential to increase play (1
additional team would ensure
pitch is used at optimum
levels)
Used for 14 matches per
week (adult / junior) - each
pitch used circa 1.2 times per
week (acceptable level of
usage). Site also
accommodates mini football
- 3 to 6 matches per week
which puts extra pressure on
pitches but does not impact
upon peak time for adults
and juniors. Limited
availability at peak time

Scope to increase play

Current position
Potentially able
to
accommodate
some additional
play
Potentially able
to
accommodate
some additional
play

Potentially able
to
accommodate
some additional
play
45

Winsford E-ACT
Academy

4 adult
football

No community use

Scope to increase play

Potentially able
to
accommodate
some additional
play

Projecting Future Demand
Team generation rates
Team Generation Rates (TGRs) draw on existing levels of participation to indicate how many
people in a specified age group are required to generate one team, thus enabling analysis of
participation. They are derived by dividing the appropriate population age band by the
number of teams playing within that area in that age band.
As well as providing an indication of current provision, Team Generation Rates can also be used
to project future participation levels.
Table 4.7 summarises the Team Generation Rates that have been calculated for Winsford. These
are based upon population data provided by Cheshire West and Chester Council. For
comparative purposes, the Team Generation Rates calculated for Cheshire West and Chester
as a whole in the 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy are also included.
Table 4.7 clearly indicates that on the whole, participation in Winsford is significantly lower than
the average for Cheshire West and Chester (i.e. it takes more residents in Winsford to create one
team – the TGR is higher). This is in line with the sports participation analysis. Team Generation
Rates for rugby and hockey have not been provided as there are no existing clubs in the
Winsford area and as a club based sport it is likely that participants will travel.
The lower participation rates in Winsford compared to Cheshire West and Chester as a whole
suggest that there may be potentially latent demand in the Winsford area.
Table 4.7 - Team generation rates in Cheshire West and Chester
Age group

TGR Cheshire West and
Chester

TGR Winsford

Mini Soccer

69

128

Junior Male

45

68

Junior Female

293

0

Adult Male

357

470

Adult Female

2,270

5871

Adult Male

188

2551

Junior Male

728

500

Note figures for Winsford have been calculated using baseline population data. Assumptions
have been regarding the split between male and female residents (in line with Cheshire West
and Chester average) and the distribution of age groups.
Using the above figures, it can therefore be concluded that the projected population increase
generated by proposed new housing (3,150 houses x 2.4 people = 7,875) would have the
following impact:
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Between 3 and 5 additional mini soccer teams (1 – 2 pitches);
Between 4 and 6 junior football teams (1 – 2 pitches); and
Circa 3 adult male football teams (1 pitch).
Table 4.8 uses TGRs to predict the impact of changes to the future population on participation in
football and cricket in the following scenarios:
A.

Projected population growth up to 2030 (assuming population of 34,300). This analysis also
gives consideration of the impact of the ageing population profile;

B.

Projected population growth up to 2030, taking into account the proposed housing
growth in Winsford (assuming an average of 2.4 people per dwelling) – total population of
39,375. The exact nature of population growth associated with new development is
unknown however it is anticipated that housing will target family units. To reflect this (and
ensure we do not underestimate demand), it has been assumed that the population will
reflect the current population profile rather than the ageing population profile (which we
know to be more likely).

Table 4.8 outlines the number of teams that will be generated in each of the scenarios using the
TGRs as a basis. It uses both the TGRs for Winsford and the TGRs for Cheshire West as a whole
(allowing interpretation of the impact of realising latent demand).
It indicates that while the population growth will have some impact on participation, it is
participation increases (bringing participation in Winsford up to Cheshire West and Chester
averages) that would have a much more significant impact. These figures are highlighted in
yellow in the table and are likely to represent the maximum amount of growth that will occur in
participation and therefore the highest levels of demand.
In summary, it concludes that:
Assuming that current levels of participation remain, changes to the population up to 2030
(generating a total population of 34,300) are likely to result in few variations in the amount
of football played, with a total of 42 football teams. There are currently 43. The slight
decline is caused by the ageing population, which means that there are fewer people in
the age groups likely to participate in pitch sports;
Taking into account the potential impact of the additional housing growth (and assuming
that the population structure remains more similar to now based upon the likelihood that
housing will target families), participation will increase to 54 teams; and
If participation was to increase to levels in line with Cheshire West and Chester averages,
the number of teams would rise to 70 (based upon a population of 34,300) or up to as
many as 90 teams if it is assumed that new housing growth will see population increase to
39,375.
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Table 4.8 - Projected future teams (Using TGRs for Winsford and Cheshire West and Chester)
Adequacy of provision to meet future need
Number
of
Teams Future
2030
(Current
Winsford
TGRs)

Future
2030
Number of
Teams
(Cheshire
West and
Chester
average
TGRs)

Number
of
Residents
(2030
+
Housing
Development)

Number
of
Teams Future
2030
(Current
Winsford
TGRs)

Future
2030
Number
of Teams
(Cheshire
West and
Chester
average
TGRs)

TGR
Cheshire
West and
Chester

TGR
Winsford

Current
Teams

Number
of
Residents
(2030)

69

128

12

1533

12

22

1916

15

28

45

68

18

1168

17

26

1521

22

34

293

0

0

1215

0

4

1583

0

5

357

470

12

5518

12

15

7050

15

20

Adult
Female

2270

5871

1

5743

1

3

7338

1

3

Adult Male

728

2551

3

7489

3

10

8682

3

12

Junior
Male

188

500

3

1421

3

8

1837

4

10

Age Group

Mini
Soccer
Junior
Male
Junior
Female
Adult Male

As set out in Table 4.8, calculations using Team Generation Rates provides an estimation of the
number of teams that will be playing in Winsford in each of the scenarios considered. This
enables the evaluation of the adequacy of the current stock of playing pitches to meet future
demand. Table 4.9 assumes that the current pitch stock remains constant and drawing upon
the data in Table 4.8, summarises the likely surpluses and deficiencies in Winsford for each of the
scenarios considered.
Table 4.9 - Adequacy of provision to meet projected future demand
Scenario

Adult
Football

Junior
Football

Mini
Football

Current Supply and Demand

9.0

1.5

-6.0

9.0

1.5

-6.0

Cricket

Rugby

0

2

0

2

Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account ageing population profile and
assuming the proportion of participants in
Winsford remains consistent (but below
Cheshire West and Chester averages)

Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account potential additional housing
demand and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford remains consistent
(but below Cheshire West and Chester
averages)

2

8.0
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0.0

-7.5

0
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Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account ageing population profile and
assuming the proportion of participants in
Winsford reaches Cheshire West and
Chester averages
7.4

-2.2

-11.0

-2.3

2

5.9

-4.9

-14.0

-2.9

2

Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account potential additional housing
demand and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford reaches Cheshire
West and Chester averages

Table 4.9 demonstrates that:
When taking into account just the population growth and assuming that participation in
Winsford remains in line with current averages, provision will remain sufficient to meet
requirements. Although there will be shortfalls of mini pitches, these are still offset by the
amount of surplus adult pitches (and adult pitches are currently used to meet this
demand);
If participation was to increase in Winsford to a level equal to the average across Cheshire
West and Chester, when coupled with participation growth, pitch provision would
become very closely matched with demand. Shortages of junior and mini pitches would
offset the surplus adult pitches that remain;
There is only one cricket club in Winsford and sufficient capacity at this site to meet current
and future demand. If participation increases were to take place to bring Winsford more
in line with Cheshire West and Chester, demand would outstrip supply. The introduction of
a more informal cricket league is a key priority of the playing pitch strategy for this part of
the borough; and
There is no evidence of current or future demand for rugby.
The impact of potential changes to the pitch stock
While the above provide an indication of the adequacy of the pitch stock to meet projected
future demand, it is important to consider changes that might take place to the pitch stock and
to evaluate the impact of these changes.
Tables 4.10 – 4.14 consider a series of potential scenarios and provide an assessment of the
impact of each of the changes considered.
Changes to provision at E-ACT Academy
As set out earlier in this paper, the Winsford E-ACT Academy has recently relocated and as a
consequence, the former Woodford Lodge School has been vacated and while the playing
fields remain, they are no longer used (or required).
The new E-ACT Academy site is currently being developed and the new facility will open in
September 2013. The most up to date masterplan indicates that the site will contain 3 adult
football pitches, 2 junior football pitches and a rugby pitch. It is anticipated that this will be open
for community use. This site will replace the existing pitches (also considered to be open for
Winsford Formal Sport Study

49

community use). The impact of this on the calculations relating to the adequacy of existing
provision is considered in Table 4.10. The playing fields at Woodford Lodge are still included
within calculations.
Table 4.10 - Impact of changes to pitch layout at Winsford E-ACT Academy
Scenario
Current Supply and Demand
Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account ageing population profile and
assuming the proportion of participants in
Winsford remains consistent (but below
Cheshire West and Chester averages)
Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account potential additional housing
demand and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford remains consistent
(but below Cheshire West and Chester
averages)
Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account ageing population profile and
assuming the proportion of participants in
Winsford reaches Cheshire West and
Chester averages
Population Growth up to 2030 taking into
account potential additional housing
demand and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford reaches Cheshire
West and Chester averages

Adult
football

Junior
football

Mini
football

8.0

3.5

-6.0

8.0

3.5

-6.0

Cricket

Rugby

0

2

0

2

2

7.0

2.0

-7.5

0

6.4

-0.2

-11.0

-2.3

2

4.9

-2.9

-14.0

-2.9

2

Table 4.10 reveals that changes to the layout of pitches at the E-ACT Academy have a positive
impact on supply and demand in all scenarios. The provision of an additional junior pitch helps
to reduce unmet demand for junior pitch provision and the conversion of an adult pitch to a
junior facility does not have a negative impact on the overall adequacy of provision. More
pitches are provided than are currently laid out.
Table 4.10 assumes that the E-ACT Academy is open for community use. If this site was not
available then the pitch stock in the town would be significantly reduced. The impact of this on
supply and demand is illustrated in Table 4.11, which clearly demonstrates that even in the
event of low population growth and participation growth remaining static, the loss of this site for
community use means that pitch provision is very closely matched with demand (circa 2 – 3
pitches spare at peak time).
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Table 4.11 - Impact of E-ACT Academy not having a community use policy
Scenario
Current Supply and Demand
Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account ageing
population profile and assuming
the proportion of participants in
Winsford remains consistent (but
below Cheshire West and
Chester averages)
Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account potential
additional housing demand
and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford remains
consistent (but below Cheshire
West and Chester averages)
Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account ageing
population profile and assuming
the proportion of participants in
Winsford reaches Cheshire West
and Chester averages
Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account potential
additional housing demand
and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford reaches
Cheshire West and Chester
averages

Adult
football

Junior
football

Mini football

4.0

1.5

-6.0

5.0

1.5

-6.0

Cricket

Rugby

0

1

0

1

1

4.0

0

-7.5

0

3.4

-2.2

-11.0

-2.3

1

1.9

-4.9

-14.0

-2.9

1

Table 4.11 therefore clearly demonstrates that importance of community use at the E-ACT
Academy site and the potential role that the site could play in meeting demand.
The figures in Table 4.11 however include Woodford Lodge Playing Fields, which are no longer
used by the E-ACT Academy. Table 4.12 outlines the implications of the loss of these playing
fields. Figures in brackets summarise the position if the remaining E-ACT Academy site was not to
be available to the community in addition to the Woodford Lodge Playing Fields being lost.
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Table 4.12 - Loss of playing fields at Woodford Lodge (and consideration of role of E-ACT
Academy site)
Scenario

Adult
football

Junior

Cricket

Rugby

football

Mini football

7.0 (4.0)

1.5 (-0.5)

-6.0

0

1 (0)

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account ageing
population profile and assuming
the proportion of participants in
Winsford remains consistent (but
below Cheshire West and
Chester averages)
7.0 (4.0)

1.5 (-0.5)

-6.0

0

1 (0)

Current Supply and Demand

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account potential
additional housing demand
and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford remains
consistent (but below Cheshire
West and Chester averages)
6.0 (2.0)

0 (-2)

-7.5

0

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account ageing
population profile and assuming
the proportion of participants in
Winsford reaches Cheshire West
and Chester averages
5.4 (2.4)

-2.2 (-4.2)

-11.0

-2.3

1 (0)

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account potential
additional housing demand
and assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford reaches
Cheshire West and Chester
averages
3.9 (0.9)

-4.9 (-6.2)

-14.0

-2.9

1 (0)

1 (0)

Table 4.12 indicates that if the E-ACT Academy is available for public use, the loss of playing
fields at Woodford Lodge does not generate shortfalls of provision unless substantial
participation increases take place (bringing Winsford in line with Cheshire West and Chester
averages). In this event, pitches at Woodford Lodge would be required to meet demand.
The loss of playing fields at Woodford Lodge would however also potentially result in the loss of
an AGP. If this was re-provided at Knights Grange (the hub of sporting facilities in Winsford) then
at least one grass pitch would be lost in order to accommodate this facility. This would have no
impact on the ability to meet peak time demand if the pitch was 3g and suitable for use in
league fixtures. If it did not meet this definition, current surpluses would reduce to 6 adult pitches
and future population growth would see a further reduction to 5 pitches.
It would have a positive impact on the capacity of the Knights Grange site to sustain high levels
of play.
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Current FA parameters seek to ensure access to a 3g AGP for each team at Charter Standard
Clubs between the ages of 6 and 18. While complex parameters are used to determine
demand, an estimate can be provided using a guide of one peak time hour per team. There
are 24 teams in Winsford aged between 6 and 18 at charter standard clubs. Assuming a base of
56 peak time hours per week, demand is therefore equal to half a pitch.
Table 4.10 and 4.11 highlight the current and future role of the Winsford E-ACT Academy site in
providing for community use and demonstrate that removing opportunities for community use
at this site can lead to shortfalls in provision, particularly when the Woodford Lodge Playing
Fields are also lost.
The Verdin Exchange site contains two former football pitches as well as a rugby pitch. The
playing fields have been unused for several years but provision could be reinstated to provide
additional playing capacity if this was required.
Table 4.13 outlines the impact of doing so and assumes that the pitches would be reinstated as
adult pitches, although they could equally provide facilities for junior play. It assumes that the
Winsford E-ACT Academy is available for community use and that the playing fields at
Woodford Lodge are retained. The figures in brackets indicate the situation if the playing fields
at Woodford Lodge were no longer available.
Table 4.13 - Addition of Verdin Exchange playing fields
Scenario

Adult
football

Junior
football

Mini football

Cricket

Rugby

10.0 (9)

3.5 (1.5)

-6.0

0

3 (2)

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account ageing
population profile and assuming
the proportion of participants in
Winsford remains consistent (but
below Cheshire West and Chester
averages)
10.0 (9)

3.5 (1.5)

-6.0

0

3 (2)

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account potential
additional housing demand and
assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford remains
consistent (but below Cheshire
West and Chester averages)
9.0 (8)

2.0 (0)

-7.5

0

3 (2)

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account ageing
population profile and assuming
the proportion of participants in
Winsford reaches Cheshire West
and Chester averages
8.4 (7.4)

-0.2 (-2.2)

-11.0

-2.3

3 (2)

-2.9 (-4.9)

-14.0

-2.9

3 (2)

Current Supply and Demand

Population Growth up to 2030
taking into account potential
additional housing demand and
assuming the proportion of
participants in Winsford reaches
6.9 (5.9(
Cheshire West and Chester
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averages

As set out in Tables 4.10 – 4.13, there is already sufficient provision in Winsford to meet current
demand and projected demand (assuming that participation remains static) although there
are shortfalls if participation was to reach Cheshire West and Chester average levels.
In this instance, shortfalls are likely to be in the form of junior pitches, adding to the already
existing shortfalls of mini football pitches.
If these shortfalls were to arise, the former Verdin Exchange Playing Fields would offer the
opportunity to provide an additional multi pitch site, potentially linked as a satellite facility to
Knights Grange.
In addition to the former pitches at Verdin Exchange there are also former playing fields at the
old Handley Hill School site. The playing fields have not been used for several years, but the site is
of sufficient size to contain circa 1 junior pitch.
As modelled in relation to pitch provision at Verdin Exchange, there are already enough pitches
in the Winsford area to meet current and projected demand unless participation increases
significantly to levels equivalent to the Cheshire West and Chester average. In this instance,
additional pitches may be required.
The small scale of the playing fields at Handley Hill School means that the reinstatement of this
pitch would have minimum impact on the adequacy of provision and would not provide the
type of facility that the 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy prioritises (multi pitch venues). The site is also
sloping and of poor quality.
New team
In addition to the scenarios modelled above, Winsford United have signed an agreement with
FC1874 Northwich for the use of their stadium pitch from September 2013 for the next 2 – 3 years.
The introduction of an additional team at this site means that the pitch will be functioning at
capacity. There will be no impact on the overall adequacy of provision at peak time however
as this time will share with Winsford FC and play Saturday PM.
Summary and implications
Table 4.14 summarises the findings of the previous tables and evaluates spare available
capacity. It uses data set out in Table 4.6 as a basis for evaluation and builds upon information
provided in Tables 4.9 – 4.13. It takes into account spare capacity across the week as well as at
peak time. There is no overplay at any existing site and therefore supply and demand can be
calculated directly.
Table 4.14 – Spare capacity

Situation

Current situation

Pitch
provision
20 Pitches
(40 match
equivalents
per week)

Winsford Formal Sport Study

Demand
17 match
equivalents per
week

Use of site
Potential to accommodate
additional play at all sites:
1 match equivalent at
Barton Stadium

Minimum spare
capacity
overall
situation and
adequacy of
provision
Scope to
accommodate
additional 23
match
equivalents per

Impact for
Woodford
Lodge playing
fields

Woodford
Lodge Playing
Fields not used
at all – not
required to
54

Situation

Population growth up
to 2030 (including
projected housing
growth) – Using TGRs
for current Winsford
participation

Pitch
provision

20 Pitches
(40 match
equivalents
per week)

Demand

23.5 match
equivalents per
week (additional
3 junior football
and 1.5 adult
football match
equivalents).
Mini soccer
increase by 2
match
equivalents

Use of site
6 match equivalents at
Knights Grange
6 match equivalents at
Woodford Lodge
8 match equivalents at
Winsford E-ACT
Academy.

The additional 4.5 match
equivalents could all be
accommodated at Knights
Grange within existing
capacity, although pitch
availability would be limited
at peak time.

Minimum spare
capacity
overall
situation and
adequacy of
provision
week (46
teams)
assuming
pitches are of
average
quality. All
existing pitch
sites are
underplayed.
Scope to
accommodate
additional 16.5
match
equivalents per
week (33
teams)
assuming
pitches are of
average
quality. Knights
Grange and
Barton Stadium
can
accommodate
all play, with
some use of EACT Academy.

Impact for
Woodford
Lodge playing
fields

meet existing
demand.

The Woodford
Lodge Playing
Fields are not
required to
accommodate
this additional
demand – there
is spare
capacity at
other sites –
there will be
scope to
accommodate
an additional
10.5 match
equivalents (21
teams)if the
playing fields at
Woodford
Lodge were
lost.

Table 4.14 above therefore illustrates that there remains sufficient capacity to meet current and
projected demand. Provision is likely to remain sufficient through the ongoing use of Knights
Grange and Barton Stadium. Pitches at E-ACT Academy will remain able to accommodate
additional play.
As outlined in Table 4.10 to 4.13, there are however potential changes to the pitch stock that will
impact upon the provision of pitches across Winsford.
Table 4.15 assumes the Woodford Lodge Playing Fields are no longer part of the pitch stock and
evaluates the spare capacity in each of the scenarios considered in Tables 4.10 to 4.13. It is
based upon the presumption that future demand equates to 21.5 match equivalents per week
(as projected in Table 4.14).
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Table 4.15 – Impact of loss of Woodford Lodge
Scenario

Supply

Demand

Spare
capacity

Impact of the loss of
Woodford Lodge

Changes to the layout
of pitches at the E-ACT
Academy
increase
supply by 1 junior pitch
(2 match equivalents).
Woodford
Lodge
pitches excluded

18
pitches
(36
match equivalents)

23.5
match
equivalents

12.5
match
equivalents

All play could be
accommodated
at
Knights Grange and
Barton Stadium.

Pitches
at
E-ACT
Academy not secured
for community use
following
reconfiguration

14
pitches
(28
match equivalents
equivalents)

21.5
match
equivalents

6.5
match
equivalents

Community Use of EACT pitches +
reinstatement of
Verdin Playing Fields

16
pitches
(32
match equivalents).
Scope to provide a
further
pitch
if
necessary

21.5
match
equivalents

10.5
match
equivalents

All play could be
accommodated
at
Knights Grange and
Barton Stadium and
Woodford
Lodge
Playing Fields would
not be required to
meet
demand.
It
should
be
noted
however that there
would be little scope
for
participation
growth
over
and
above the baseline
projected levels and
pitch provision may
become tight.
Pitches at Woodford
Lodge Playing Fields
are not required to
meet demand. There
remain 10.5 match
equivalents available
at Barton Stadium.
Knights Grange, EACT Academy and
Verdin Exchange.

Analysis of the adequacy of pitch provision to meet current and projected demand in Winsford
therefore reveals the following:
There are sufficient pitches to meet current requirements, with sufficient capacity of adult
football pitches and a stock of junior pitches just sufficient to meet demand. There are not
enough mini football pitches and adult pitches are used to accommodate this play
outside of peak time. There is sufficient capacity within the pitch stock to do this currently
without overplaying the pitches;
Despite the overall amount of pitches that are available, Knights Grange Playing Fields are
well used and there is limited use of other facilities. There is some capacity for additional
play at Knights Grange;
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Modelling indicates that the ageing population is likely to minimise the impact of potential
population growth on demand for pitches in Winsford as the overall number of residents in
the age groups that traditionally play football will decline. Housing development alone is
likely to generate an additional 3 – 5 mini teams, 4 – 6 junior teams and 3 adult male
teams, leading to a requirement of 3 – 5 additional pitches;
Modelling suggests that the surplus of adult football pitches will remain although there will
still be a lack of mini pitches. Junior pitch provision will become much more closely
balanced with demand. This situation is dependent upon the degree to which the E-ACT
Academy site is accessible to the community as if this site is not available, demand is close
to exceeding supply;
Participation in Winsford is however below Cheshire West and Chester average levels.
Even if participation was to increase to the average level, shortfalls of mini football pitches
and junior football pitches would offset the surplus adult football pitches.
With regards decision making for future pitches this means that:
There are sufficient pitches to meet demand currently (although there is scope to
reconfigure pitch provision to better meet existing needs);
While most activity currently takes place at Knights Grange, increasing demands will
generate additional teams and there will be a need to accommodate these. It is unlikely
that there is sufficient scope to do this solely at Knights Grange. The proposed pitches at
the Winsford E-ACT Academy offer the opportunity to do this and community use of these
facilities is therefore essential. If these pitches are removed from the equation, supply is
very closely matched with demand;
If community use of the Winsford E-ACT Academy facilities is secured, the loss of the
playing fields at the Woodford Lodge site has limited impact on the overall adequacy of
provision to meet current and future demand (assuming that participation levels in
Winsford remains constant, all indications are that Winsford has low participation). Similarly,
there is limited requirement to reinstate the playing fields at the former Verdin Exchange;
and;
If however latent demand was realised, and participation was to increase to levels equal
to the average across Cheshire West and Chester, supply would become potentially
insufficient (even if the E-ACT Academy is available) and additional playing pitches
(potentially mini / junior) would be of benefit.
It is important at this point to recognise the lower levels of participation across Winsford and that
despite an increasing population, fewer people will live in the age group which take part in
most sport, and demand levels will therefore decline unless participation rates increase.
There are therefore several issues to consider:
Can the community use of the playing fields at Winsford E-ACT Academy be secured for
the long term to deliver future pitch needs? Discussions are on-going and the Academy
are very keen to ensure this;
While the number of pitches is sufficient to meet demand both now and in the future, the
Woodford Lodge site and the Verdin Exchange site both contain several pitches. An
important component of the playing pitch strategy is the provision of large sites for local
clubs, providing a development base. While most play takes place at Knights Grange and
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clubs are not dispersed, these sites may provide an opportunity to offer a home ground to
a club. There are several junior clubs with multiple teams that may benefit from this and
this is in line with new FA strategy priorities. No interest has however been shown in this to
date;
In this context and to guard for future needs it may therefore be appropriate to retain
Verdin Exchange playing fields to meet potential demand in future years. If a sporting hub
approach was taken it would make sense, as Verdin Exchange is closely located to E-ACT
Academy and Knights Grange. Woodford Lodge is more remote from the town centre.
The Verdin site could potentially be retained as green space leaving the opportunity to
reinstate pitches if necessary. This site may also be required to accommodate play as
requirements for new pitch sizes place extra burdens on the current stock. Verdin should
therefore be retained as a strategic reserve;
There is only one cricket club in Winsford and sufficient capacity at this site to meet current
and future demand. If participation increases were to take place to bring Winsford more
in line with Cheshire West and Chester, demand would outstrip supply. The introduction of
a more informal cricket league is a key priority of the playing pitch strategy for this part of
the borough; and
There is no evidence of current or future demand for rugby.
Relating these findings to Sport England disposal criteria, Sport England policy is to oppose the
granting of planning permission for any development which would lead to the loss of, or would
prejudice the use of, all or any part of a playing field, or land last used as a playing field in an
adopted or draft deposit local plan, unless, in the judgement of Sport England, one of 5 specific
circumstances applies E1 –E5. The E1 policy exception under which the planning permission
would be sought is set out below.
E1 - Development which would lead to the loss of all or part of a playing field, or which would
prejudice its use, should not normally be permitted because it would permanently reduce the
opportunities for participation in sporting activities.
Sport England does not however seek to impose a blanket restriction on the development on
playing field sites if it can be demonstrated that there is an excess of provision which would still
be the case after the development of a particular site. In order to demonstrate an excess of
provision the applicant, or local planning authority must produce written evidence based upon
a comprehensive and carefully documented assessment of supply and demand in the
catchment based upon a methodology acceptable to Sport England. We believe this has been
set out in this report. Further the assessment has made allowance for other development for
which land has been, or is likely to be, allocated in a development plan or for which planning
consent has been or is likely to be granted.
The E1 criteria goes on to state Sport England may object to the loss of a site, which has special
significance, such as one of exceptional quality or importance to the development of sport,
even if it can be shown that there is an excess of provision within its catchment. We believe this
report illustrates further that both the Woodford Lodge and Handley Hill sites have little or no
current or future value for sport.
The final section of the report brings together the needs and evidence into a future strategy
leisure needs strategy for Winsford.
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5. Conclusions and recommendations
Introduction
The evidence base set out in the previous sections is in line with the requirements of NPPF para.
73, it provides a robust and up to date assessment of needs across Winsford and it illustrates the
future needs of Winsford and the subsequent options for future development of Woodford
Lodge and Handley Hill.
The needs and evidence support the closure of both sites in planning policy terms as part of an
overall strategic approach and illustrates that a better deal for sport could be delivered by
realising the potential of the new E-ACT Academy and focussing provision on the town centre in
line with strategic priorities.
Map 5.1 below shows the relationship between the various sites and how the proposed strategy
will form a town centre hub.
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This approach is supported by the evidence data and all consultees, including the NGBs and is
in line with the locally developed Neighbourhood Plan.
In planning policy terms it is necessary to look at built facility provision and grass pitch provision
separately. Looking at the built facility provision needs first para. 74 of the new NPPF needs to be
applied, namely:
‘Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields, should
not be built on unless:
An assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, buildings or
land to be surplus to requirements; or
The loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or
better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or
The development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs for which
clearly outweigh the loss.’
The analysis of sports hall provision now and in the future shows the sports hall at Woodford
Lodge to be surplus to requirements and that future sports hall needs will be met by Winsford
Lifestyle Centre and the E-ACT Academy. Although the population is increasing and there is
planned housing growth, the impacts will not be significant as fewer people will live in the age
group which take part in most sport, and demand levels will therefore decline unless
participation rates increase. All indicators in Winsford, which has low participation levels suggests
this is unlikely. Netball use of the hall, which will be displaced will need to be protected at E-ACT
Academy. A relationship is currently being developed in this regard through use of the old
Verdin School hall.
The AGP at Woodford Lodge will need to be replaced. A better future provision will be a 3g
surface located more centrally located, potentially at Knights Grange. This is supported by the
FA and England Hockey. The current Woodford Lodge pitch is not used by hockey, is poorly
located and has no strategic importance for hockey. All the needs are football and a better
deal for sport would be a more centrally located football specific surface.
In terms of grass pitches, the assessment shows the pitches at Woodford Lodge and Handley Hill
are surplus to requirements in line with E1. They are not currently used and the scenario testing,
building on the 2011 CWAC PPS and future population projections demonstrates ‘a quantified
and documented assessment of current and future needs demonstrates that there is an excess
of playing field provision in the catchment and the site has no special significance to the
interests of sport.’
Community access to the E-ACT Academy is key to the above. Map 5.2 overleaf shows the
proposed sports provision and the current Head is keen to ensure the facilities are open to the
community.
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Map 5.2 – Masterplan for E-ACT Academy

As part of the study detailed discussions have been held with the Academy, who are
committed to community use. Positive discussions are being held with the Council in respect of
managing the community use elements of E-ACT Academy. Any agreement will seek to ensure
joint-programming across all sites, ensuring optimum use of the Winsford Lifestyle Centre, Knights
Grange and potentially E-ACT Academy to ensure the most effective outcomes for sport going
forward.
It is evident that based on the 2011 CWAC Open Space Audit and Assessment that there are
significant shortages in open space provision across the town. Based on the analysis the way
forward is to ensure that the open space needs set out are built into proposed developments
going forward as part of the overall planning process via appropriate contributions.
A priority list of open space projects should be developed into the final Winsford Neighbourhood
Plan and contributions should be sought as part of wider site developments. This has been
agreed and built into the final Neighbourhood Plan and implementation strategy.
Future strategy
In terms of the future strategy for Winsford to meet the planning policy requirements and wider
needs, this is set out in the table below.
The needs assessment work looked at supply and demand, consultation and utilised Sport
England planning tools. Previous PPG17 Companion Guide guidance advocated the need to
adopt a standards approach to facility provision. The NPPF is focussed on the delivery of specific
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facility needs, the needs assessment work clearly set out the surpluses and deficiencies across
Winsford and a list of priority projects clearly related to the evidence base to deliver these gaps
now and in the future.
Table 5.1 – Future Sports Facility Strategy for Winsford
Facility strategy element

Comment

Close the Woodford Lodge site

The Woodford Lodge site is not heavily used, is out
of town and of declining quality. In line with para
74 of the NPPF and E1, there is a clear
demonstration that the grass pitch facilities are
now surplus to requirements. Table 4.14
summarises the position.
The grass pitches are not used by the community
as Knights Grange meets all Winsford needs. The
scenario testing, building on the 2011 CWAC PPS
and future population projections demonstrates a
quantified and documented assessment of
current and future needs demonstrates that there
is an excess of playing field provision in the
catchment. The site is not currently used and has
no special significance to the interests of sport.
The AGP is not fully utilised and is not strategically
important for hockey. Replacement AGP provision
to be made across the town for football.
Netball is an important user of the Woodford
Lodge sports hall, although their use has reduced
as quality has declined. Having said this it will be
important to ensure that future netball use and
access is protected at E-ACT Academy through
the CUA negotiations.

Close Handley Hill

In line with para 74 of the NPPF and E1, there is a
clear demonstration that the grass pitch facilities
are now surplus to requirements.
The playing fields have not been used for several
years, they are of poor quality and sloping. The
small scale of the playing fields at Handley Hill
School means that the reinstatement of these
pitches would have minimum impact on the
adequacy of provision and would not provide the
type of facility that the 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy
prioritises i.e. multi pitch venues.

Open up E-ACT Academy for community
use

Use of the sports hall, grass pitches and outdoor
courts will be critical to the future Winsford
strategy.
The new E-ACT Academy provides the town
centre focus and hub alongside Knights Grange.
Discussions are on-going and the Academy are
committed to delivering community use.
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Facility strategy element

Comment
Coordinated management will seek to ensure the
co-ordinated management of facilities and will
help to maximise sporting outcomes and benefits.

Develop new full-size floodlit 3g AGP in a
central location

AGP
replacement
will
be
required,
recommended the current sand based pitch is
replaced by 3g surface, supported by NGBs.
Location at Knights Grange would provide a more
central location, in line with desire to develop
facilities with a town centre focus and could be
used in the day by E-ACT Academy.
CWAC are progressing this and will seek funding
to deliver. The Woodford Lodge AGP should not
close until a replacement provision is made.
May be requirement for additional investment in
Knights Grange to ensure the pitches / facilities
can continue to meet future needs in terms of
capacity and quality.

Refurbish and
Winsford FC site

re-develop

the

existing

Protect the Verdin Exchange Playing Fields
as open space for potential future
conversion to pitches if
required,
through the site allocation process

Consultation has concluded this as the most
sustainable strategy going forward.
Site may be required to meet future pitch needs if
participation increases – provides strategic surplus.
Well located as part of town centre hub alongside
Knights Grange and E-ACT Academy it presents
the sensible site to maintain over Woodford
Lodge.
Identified as key site in Neighbourhood Plan.

Meet general open space needs
across
Winsford as part of wider
developments

Build open space requirements into negotiations
with developers, utilising the Council’s PPG17
evidence base, PPS (2011) and this study.

Way forward
The evidence base and subsequent strategy should be discussed with Sport England as the
basis for future planning applications on key sites across Winsford. The strategy set out should be
discussed and agreed before applications are made.7
Discussion need to be on-going to ensure the E-ACT Academy are fully on board in terms of
community use and this will need to be a condition of any planning application. This would
support the existing CUA requirement on the overall school development.

7

Discussions have been held with Sport England who have signed off the approach.
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Funding avenues will also need to be explored to deliver the strategy. Given the potential level
of funding required to refurbish or re-develop the leisure facility infra-structure across Winsford in
line with the strategy it is therefore likely that investment will only be achieved through a
combination of opportunities. The main funding delivery mechanisms for Winsford are likely to
be:
Council funding, including CWAC and the Town Council. Including capital, use of capital
receipts from the sale of assets and contributions from the developers through S106 and
CIL;
Capital Grant funding from national agencies such as Sport England and the Football
Foundation. National Governing Body (NGB) support could also be available to develop
specific specialist facilities. However this would have to be over and above replacement
facilities required to meet planning policy;
Capital financing. Funding capital through the forecast operational surplus, potential exists
to develop financing packages as part of any potential future contracting arrangements
with Brio Leisure; and
Prudential Borrowing or ‘spend to save’. CWAC may choose to use any revenue savings
which might accrue through the strategy to borrow monies direct for capital
development, which is more often than not cheaper than an operator. £1 million in
capital generally equates in broad terms to £70-80,000 / year pay back over 25 years.
It is evident is that there are solutions to deliver a long-term investment strategy for Winsford and
these will need to be set out in more detail to demonstrate deliverability alongside any planning
applications.

Neil Allen Associates Registered Office:
20 Brook Road, Lymm, Cheshire, WA139AH
A limited company, registered in
England and Wales no. 616528
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APPENDIX A
2011 Playing pitch strategy
Football
Table 1 summarises the provision for football identified within the 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy in
the Northwich and Winsford area.
Table 1 - Football pitches in the Northwich and Winsford area (2011)
Pitches Adult
football
pitches
All
Pitches
62
Pitches
Secure
d
for
commu
nity use
only
48

Junior Mini
football football
pitches pitches

70

14

37

Total
football
pitches

Cricket
pitches

Rugby
pitches

AGPs

17

16

14

10

6 (and 1 The key sites in the area
half size) Moss
Farm
(Northwich)
Knights Grange (Winsford)
6 (and 1 This means that just 48% of
half size) football pitches in total are
secured for community use.
There are only three cricket
pitches not available for
community use and no
rugby pitches.

169

19

81

Comments

The evidence base document indicates that the quality of pitches is more varying in the
Northwich and Winsford part of the borough than in any other area with site assessment scores
(measured using a matrix provided by Sport England) ranging from 40 – 87%. The average site
assessment score of 67% however means that the average pitch quality is better than in both
the Chester and Ellesmere Port areas.
Table 2 summarises the teams that were identified.
Table 2 - Teams in Northwich and Winsford (2011)

Area

Adult
Male

Youth
Adult
(U17/U18) Female

Junior
Male

Junior
female

Mixed
junior

Mini
Teams

Football
Cricket
Rugby
Hockey

53
42
9
4

14

99
47
6
2

39

0

80

6
1
2

10
1

The adequacy of provision (in quantitative terms) is evaluated using a series of calculations
based upon guidance set out in Towards a Level Playing Field (Sport England 2001). These
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calculations draw upon the baseline information set out in Tables 1 and 2 and for Northwich and
Winsford indicate that:
There are only just sufficient football pitches in Northwich and Winsford. Provision is more
closely matched with demand than in both other parts of the borough;
There is an imbalance in the use of pitches – while some sites are very heavily used (for
example Moss Farm in Northwich), some sites are not used at all;
There is a high reliance on unsecured pitches, particularly for junior football;
There are shortfalls of junior football pitches;
For cricket, there are sufficient pitches to meet demand, although like football, there is
some use of sites that are not secured for community use; and
For rugby, although there are enough pitches overall, there are pressures on the existing
club sites to accommodate the amount of demand that is evident.
Table 3 overleaf provides more detail on the issues arising in the Northwich and Winsford area,
taking into account quantity as well as quality and access. This table sets out the current base
position extracted from the 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy.
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Table 3 - Issues arising in Northwich and Winsford (2011)
Area

Shortfall
/
surplus
of
adult football

Football

31.6
surplus
of pitches at
peak
time.
Likely
to
remain
constant
when
projecting to
future years.

Shortfall /
surplus of
junior
football
-19.8
pitches at
peak time.
Reduces to
12.4 when
including
pitches
that
are
currently
used
but
do
not
have
guarantee
d long term
access.
Population
growth will
see shortfall
increase
slightly to 21.

Winsford Formal Sport Study

Shortfall
/
surplus of mini
football

-21.0
pitches
shortfall
at
peak
times.
Improving the
amount
of
pitches
in
secured
community use
would
have
little impact.

Quantitative
pressures

Quality issues

Access issues

Club issues

Key Issues

Overall there are
only just enough
pitches when taking
into account the
interrelationship
between
adult,
junior
and
mini
pitches.
Frodsham
and
Helsby,
Marbury, Winsford,
Abbey demonstrate
particular pressures.
There
is
an
imbalance of play –
while large pitch
sites are overplayed,
many smaller sites
have
spare
capacity.

Range of quality
scores
achieved
40% - 87%. Highest
average score in
borough, 16% of
pitches
below
average. Griffiths
Park, is well used
and poor quality.

Significant
role
of
unsecured pitches in this
part of the borough.
Moss Farm, Saltworks
Farm
and
Knights
Grange are particularly
well used. Other pitches
that
receive
above
average use include
Barton Stadium, Griffith
Park, Helsby Community
Sports Club, Sir John
Deanes, Barnton FC,
Saltworks
Farm,
Frodsham and Norley
Playing
Fields,
Cuddington.

Barnton
Wanderers,
Weaverham
Community FC
and Hartford FC
particularly
dispersed.

Particular shortage of
junior
pitches
(19.8)
causes a high reliance
on unsecured school
facilities – particularly in
Barnton,
Weaverham.
There are enough adult
pitches (31.6 surplus) but
shortfalls in junior and
mini football means that
supply
is
only
just
sufficient
to
meet
demand without the
benefit of the unsecured
facilities.

Most other sites have
spare capacity and
some sites receive very
limited use.

Frodsham
JFC
and
Helsby
Community Club
also
indicate
problems
with
sourcing
appropriate
pitches.

Key pressures relating to
the quantity of pitches is
Frodsham,Helsby,Marbur
y, Winsford, Abbey –
linked to problems junior
clubs have accessing
pitches.
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Sport

Cricket

Including
sites
only with access
arrangements
(secured
or
unsecured)
3.4 surplus

Including
Sites
with
only
secured
formal
access

2.0 surplus

Including
only sites of
suitable
quality

-0.6
pitches
shortfall

Quantitative
Pressures

Quality Issues

Pitches sufficient to
meet
current
requirements but there
are particular issues
with the quality of
school pitches. Lower
weekly pressures on
pitches in this part of
the
borough
as
midweek league does
not extend to this
area.

Overall
quality
good,
predominantly
club
based
facilities all of
high
standard.
Some
club
based
site
specific quality
issues.

Access Issues

The Grange
Helsby
High
Tarporley High
Rudheath High
offer limited
access

Club Issues

School,
School,
School,
School
or no

Key Issues

Desire
to
improve
maintenance at
several
clubs.
Winsford
CC
highlight
issues
with
parking,
Kingsley
CC
wishing
to
improve artificial
wicket
and
training. Barnton
CC also would
like
improvements

Provision
overall
is
sufficient
to
meet
demand at current time
even when taking into
account the quality of
school sites and club
specific issues.
There is a lower reliance
upon pitches in this area
to
sustain
midweek
matches due to rules of
the midweek league
requiring teams to be
within close proximity to
Chester. Increases in
participation may place
further
pressures
on
pitches.
There are opportunities
to improve the quality of
school sites and some
club specific issues to be
addressed.
Improvements
to
maintenance of pitches
identified as a specific
priority. Potential longer
term requirement for
overspill facilities at club
sites.
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Sport

Quantity

Quality Issues

Access Issues

Club Issues

Key Issues

Rugby

Pitches used on average 2.19 times per week. Northwich RUFC
require additional pitch to accommodate demand.

Lack of social
facilities
at
Northwich RUFC,
issues
with
changing
and
lack
of
floodlights
at
Winnington RUFC

Lease for Northwich
RUFC requires extension

Both Northwich
and Winnington
RUFC
are
nearing
/
at
capacity
and
Northwich
are
seeking
additional
facilities.

Pitches used on average
2.19 times per week.
Northwich RUFC require
additional
pitch
to
accommodate
demand.

There are quality
issues at key sites
including
floodlighting
(Winnington
RUFC) and social
facilities
(Northwich
RUFC)
There are issues
with the length
of the lease held
by
Northwich
RUFC.
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Sport

Quantity

Quality Issues

Access Issues

Club Issues

Overall sufficient pitches, but competing demands from football
mean that there are pressures on existing pitches. Deeside Ramblers
require additional facility to meet demand

Pitch at Deeside
Ramblers
nearing end of
lifespan

Winnington Men and
Winnington Ladies HC
dispersed across several
facilities.

There is a lack of
access
to
appropriate
facilities – this is
highlighted by all
clubs playing in
this area and is
partially caused
by
competing
demands
from
football, as well
as
high
participation in
hockey

Hockey

Key Issues

The
pitch
at
Deeside
Ramblers
is
nearing the end
of its lifespan
and the club
have indicated
that they require
an
additional
facility to meet
club demand
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Provision in Winsford
As well as considering pitch provision in the Northwich and Winsford area as a whole, pitch
provision more local to Winsford was also evaluated in the 2011 study. Table 4 outlines the
provision that is available in Winsford. Notably, all facilities that are publically accessible with
long term formal agreements are located to the North and East of the town. The majority of
provision is situated at Knights Grange, one of the largest sites within Cheshire West and Chester.
The playing fields at Verdin Exchange were excluded as at the time of the preparation of the
playing pitch strategy, they were not used for formal pitch sports.
In total, there are 14 adult football pitches, 4 junior pitches and 3 mini football pitches, 2 cricket
pitches and a rugby pitch in secured community use. There are also 13 additional pitches that
are not formally secured for community use. All of these are football pitches.
Table 4 - Playing pitch provision in Winsford (2011)
Site

Barton
Stadium Winsford
United
Knights
Grange
Sports
Complex
Knights
Grange
Sports
Complex Winsford
Cricket
Club
Winsford EACT
Academy
(2 sites)*
Greenfields
Primary
Grange
Community
Primary
School
Wharton
Church of
England
Primary
School
Willow
Wood

Ownership
/ mgmt

Voluntary
Sector

Local
Authority

Voluntary
Sector

No. of
adult
football
pitches

1

9

0

No. of
junior
football
pitches

0

5

0

No. of
mini
football
pitches

0

0

0

No. of
cricket
pitches

0

0

1

No. of
rugby
pitches

0

0

0

No.
of
AGPs

Level
of
community
use

0

Secured
Community
Use

0

Secured
Community
Use

0

Secured
Community
Use

Academy

4

4

3

1

1

1

LEA

0

1

0

0

0

0

Secured
Community
Use
Unsecured
Community
Use

0

No
community
use

LEA

0

1

0

0

0

LEA

0

1

0

0

0

0

LEA

0

1

0

0

0

0
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No
community
use
No
community
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Site

Ownership
/ mgmt

Community
Primary
School
Winsford
High Street
Community
Primary
School
Over
St
Johns CE
Overhall
Community
School
Darnhall
Primary
School
St
Chads
Church of
England
Primary
School
St Josephs
Catholic
Primary
School

No. of
adult
football
pitches

No. of
junior
football
pitches

No. of
mini
football
pitches

No. of
cricket
pitches

No. of
rugby
pitches

No.
of
AGPs

Level
of
community
use
use

LEA

0

2

0

0

0

0

LEA

0

1

0

0

0

0

LEA

0

2

0

0

0

0

LEA

0

2

0

0

0

0

No
community
use
No
community
use
No
community
use
No
community
use

0

No
community
use

0

No
community
use

LEA

0

LEA

1

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

*This includes the former Verdin High School and former Woodford Lodge High School

Table 5 summarises the clubs and teams that were playing in Winsford. It is clear that almost all
activity takes place at Knights Grange.

Football

Football

Sandbach
United

Football

Fern
FC

1

0

1

0

1

0

1

0

Villa
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1

1

Mini teams

Mixed junior

Junior female

Junior male

Youth teams

Club
name
Winsford
United FC.
Football
Old
Star
FC

Adult male

Sport
Football

Ladies teams

Table 5 - Pitch Sports Clubs in Winsford (2011)

Home
venue
Barton
Stadium
Winsford
Barton
Stadium
Winsford
Barton
Stadium
Winsford
Knights
Grange
69

Football
Football
Football
Football
Football
Football

Saxons FC

Football

Woodford
Leisure FC

Football

Winsford
Junior
Blues FC
Winsford
Diamonds
Junior
Football
Club

Football

Football
Cricket

1

0

1

0

1

0

Mini teams

Mixed junior

Junior female

Junior male

Ladies teams

1
1

0

Knights
Grange

1

0

1

0

1

0

0

Winsford
Over
Winsford
Cricket
Club
3
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Home
venue
Knights
Grange
Knights
Grange
Knights
Grange
Knights
Grange

Woodford
FC
Ark FC
Pockets
FC

Youth teams

Club
name
Saxons
Athletic
Top House
FC
WCC
Wanderers

Adult male

Sport
Football

Knights
Grange
Knights
Grange,
Winsford
Woodford
Leisure
Centre,
Woodford
Lodge
High

6

0

8

1

3

3

1

7

U7s
Greenfields
School,
preferred
location,
All
other
teams
Knights
Grange.
All
preferred
location

Winsford
Cricket
Club
Knights
Grange

-
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2011 PPG17 Study
Local standards were set as follows:
Quantity standards – ha per 1000 population;
Quality standards – essential and desirable criteria to meet with local expectations;
Accessibility standards – distance threshold, based on expectations as to the length of
time that residents would expect to travel, and the mode of transport that they would
expect to use).
The local standards were based upon the issues which emerged through consultation.
Application of these standards was then used to determine the adequacy of provision in each
part of the borough.
Table 6 below summarises the standards that were set across Cheshire West and Chester.
Table 6 - Local standards
Type
of
open space
Parks

Natural
Open
Space

Accessibility
15 minutes walk
(720m) – Urban
15 minutes drive
- Rural

10 minute walk
(480m)

Amenity
Green
Space

10 minute walk
(480m)

Provision
for
Children

10 minute walk
time (480m)

Provision
for Young

15 minute walk
time (720m)
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Quantity
0.37 ha per
1000 population

1.5 ha per 1000
population

Quality
Essential: Clean and litter free, Well kept grass,
Flowers, trees and shrubs, Clearly defined and
well maintained footpaths, Seating, Dog and
litter bins, A range of facilities (ie provision for
children, sports facilities)
Desirable:
Toilets
(at
larger
sites),
Events/activities (particularly at larger sites),
Park Wardens / CCTV security measures,
Information boards, Lighting, Car park and
cycle storage facilities.
Essential: Clean and litter free, Clearly defined
footpaths, Natural features and appropriately
managed vegetation, Trees, Wildlife and
conservation benefits

0.8 ha per 1000
population

Desirable: Dog and litter bins, Parking (at larger
sites) and cycle storage, Seating, Water
features, Information boards.
Essential; Clean and litter free, Seating, Level
surface, Litter and dog bins

No
standard
set. Provision to
be accessibility
led.

Desirable: Flowers and trees, Footpaths,
Lighting (where appropriate) / overlooked to
aid perceptions of personal security
Essential: A variety of challenging and exciting
play facilities for a range of ages, Clean / litter
free, Well kept grass and safety surfacing,
Appropriate boundaries.

No
standard
set. Provision to

Litter bins, Conformity with national guidance
including size (to be a minimum of LEAP size)
buffer zones and location.
Essential: Challenging and exciting play
facilities, Clean / litter free, Well kept grass and
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Type
of
open space
People

Allotments

Outdoor
Sports
Facilities

Accessibility

Access to a
strategic facility
within
a
15
minute
drivetime.
15 minute walk
time (720m)

Grass Pitches –
10 minutes walk
time
(basic
grass pitch) and
10 minute drive
time to a multi
pitch site.
Synthetic
Pitches
20
minutes
drive
time
Bowling Greens
- 10 minutes
drive time.
Tennis Courts –
10 minutes drive
time
Golf Course - 20
minutes
drive
time

Quantity
be accessibility
led.

0.15 ha per
1000 population

Grass
pitches
and
synthetic
turf
pitches:
provision
–
protection
of
existing
provision.

Quality
safety surfacing, Appropriate boundaries, Litter
bins, Seating.
Desirable:
Dog
free
area,
community
involvement,
Appropriate
location
–
overlooked / natural surveillance, Lighting
Essential: High quality boundaries, Clean, tidy
and well maintained, Composting and litter
bins.
Features enhancing safety and security
Desirable: Notice boards at site entrances,
Toilets, Clearly defined access routes suitable
for residents of all ages, accessible water
supply, Parking facilities at sites where residents
have to travel by car to access them
Essential: Clean and litter free, Effective
maintenance and management, Parking
facilities.
Good site access.
Desirable: Appropriate specification for key
users (designed in accordance with NGB
guidance),
Changing
facilities,
Toilets,
Accessible pricing, Lighting and security
measures, Ancillary provision – bar etc.

The application of these standards revealed the following across Cheshire West and Chester as
a whole:
There is overall satisfaction with the amount of parks across the Borough and parks are the
highest quality type of open space. Parks are seen as multi functional open spaces and a
wide variety of facilities is expected within them. In most areas, maintaining and improving
the quality of parks and gardens across the borough was seen to be as, if not more,
important than the provision of more parks. Analysis of the distribution of parks however
reveals that they are unevenly spread and new provision is required in some areas;
The value of natural open spaces to residents both as recreational spaces, but also in
defining the character of the Borough is clear, and there is a strong emphasis on the
protection of these spaces from development. There is an even distribution of natural
open spaces, and most residents have access to at least one site within the
recommended distance threshold. The quality of sites from a recreational perspective is
however varying, and there are some examples of sites which are overgrown and where
access is impeded. As well as being of recreational value, the function of natural space
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from a biodiversity and conservation perspective is also clear. The document
recommends that enhancements to the quality of natural and semi natural open space
should take into account the other functions of the site, and seek to balance biodiversity
and recreation;
Although there are mixed views on the amount of amenity green spaces provided, the
quality of provision is of significantly higher concern to residents than the amount of
spaces. The importance of ensuring that each space has a function is emphasised and
the role that amenity spaces can play in creating a linked green network is also
highlighted;
There are mixed views on the amount of facilities for children across Cheshire West and
Chester however application of the accessibility standard demonstrates that the majority
of residents have access to at least one facility for children, although there are some
areas where new provision may be required. The quality of facilities is highly varying and
there are examples of very good and very poor sites. In addition, there are a series of play
areas with overlapping catchments, many of which are poor quality or have limited play
value. Evidence suggests that views on the amount of provision are impacted upon by
the perceived quality of provision across the Borough and there are therefore both quality
and quantity issues. Residents expect to find facilities local to their home, and access to
facilities is particularly important. Safe pedestrian routes were felt to be important if use of
facilities was to be maximised, and these sites should be accessible from all residential
areas;
Overall, there are more concerns relating to the quantity of facilities for teenagers than
any other typology and there is a perception that both the quantity and quality of
facilities is poor. Evidence suggests that views on the amount of facilities are influenced by
the quality of facilities, and by the type of facilities that residents wish to see. Application
of the local accessibility standards demonstrates that while there are gaps in some parts
of the Borough, much of the Borough is well served with local facilities, although it is
acknowledged that most residents have to travel further to reach a strategic facility.
Residents expect to find facilities in close proximity to their home and like provision for
children, the quality of facilities is a key issue;
Recent increases in demand for allotments have seen waiting lists rise and there are now
waiting lists across the Borough. Increasing the amount of allotments available to residents
and providing more opportunities to participate is therefore a key priority. There are
deficiencies identified throughout the Borough and it is suggested that given fluctuations
in demand, these should be delivered through a combination of formal allotment sites
(statutory and temporary) and more informal community growing areas. Some quality
issues were also identified; and
While the Cheshire West and Chester Playing Pitch Strategy supersedes the open space
audit and assessment in relation to playing pitches, it does comment upon the
requirements for other sporting facilities. Across Cheshire West and Chester it concludes
that;
-

The majority residents have access to a tennis court within the recommended
catchment, however, there is a lack of public access to facilities, with many courts
being located on school sites. There are also opportunities to improve the quality of
existing courts;

-

Bowling Greens – The current quantity of bowling greens is sufficient to meet
demand and the quality of existing provision is good;
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-

Athletics Tracks – athletics is one of the biggest issues in the Borough and while there
is a good facility to the west (although the long term sustainability of the venue is in
question) there are no synthetic tracks to the east, although the majority of residents
are within the recommended catchment of a nearby facility, and the club has been
unable to secure an alternative venue for training or matches. The need for a new
facility is supported in the National Athletics Strategy and by the County Athletics
Association; and

-

Golf Courses – The amount of golf courses is adequate to meet demand and nearly
all residents have access to a site within or in close proximity to the borough. The
quality of existing provision is also high, although access to most courses is restricted
and there are limited opportunities for some residents without access to a car to
access such facilities.

The remainder of this section outlines the key findings of the open space audit and assessment
for Winsford. It must be noted that this document was prepared prior to detailed work being
undertaken relating to the proposed location of new development in Cheshire West and
Chester and proposals to locate large scale new housing in the Winsford area were therefore
not taken into account. The document however provides a detailed understanding of the
adequacy of each type of open space in terms of quality, quantity and accessibility.
Adequacy of provision in Winsford
Parks
The provision of parks in Winsford is summarised in Table 2.
Table 7 - Parks in Winsford

Ward

Typology

Views on
Quantity

Current
Provision

Shortfall
/
Surplus

Views on
Quality

Average
Quality
Score

Accessibility

Winsford
and East

North

Formal
Parks

Dissatisfied

0

-5.92

Satisfied

N/A

Residents
outside
of
catchment

Winsford
and West

South

Formal
Parks

Dissatisfied

0

-5.51

Dissatisfied

N/A

Residents
outside
of
catchment

Table 2.9 illustrates that there are no parks in Winsford and as a consequence, there are
shortfalls in provision equivalent to almost 10 hectares across the town when measured against
the local standard. The lack of parks within the settlement means that residents are outside of
the target catchment for this type of open space and this is reflected in the dissatisfaction with
existing provision. While it is recognised that the Whitegate Way, which passes through Winsford,
meets some of the functions of a park, the area is still identified as a priority for new provision.
Natural and semi natural open space
The natural open space in Winsford is summarised in Table 3 overleaf.
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Table 8 - Natural open space in Winsford

Ward

Typology

Views on
quantity

Current
provision

Shortfall
/
surplus

Views
on
quality

Average
quality
score

Winsford
and East

North

Natural
Areas

Satisfied

17.47

-6.53

Satisfied

40%

Winsford
and West

South

Natural
Areas

Dissatisfied

5.17

-17.18

Satisfied

47%

Accessibility
Gaps
in
access,
particularly
Central area,
east
of
Swanlow Lane
Gaps
in
access,
particularly
Wharton area

As illustrated in Table 8, there are more than 22 hectares of natural open space in Winsford.
These include large areas such as Bradford Road and Rilshaw Meadows as well as several
smaller sites. The majority of natural open space is located in Winsford North and East. The
Weaver Parkway (45 hectares) is identified in the audit and assessment as a strategic site and is
not included in above calculations in line with requirements in this document.
The open space audit and assessment indicates that the quantity standard should be applied
to new development only and that application of the standard against current provision gives
an indication only of the amount of space. Both wards in Winsford fall below the average level
of provision across the borough and Winsford South and West is highlighted as having one of the
lowest levels of provision across Cheshire West and Chester as a whole although it is
acknowledged that the Whitegate Way plays a role in alleviating this deficiency.
Reflecting the quantitative deficiencies, there are parts of the town that do not have access to
areas of natural and semi natural open space. In particular, residents in Wharton and towards
the centre of town (east of Swanlow Lane) are outside of the recommended catchment.
Residents in the south and west of the town do not feel that there are sufficient natural open
spaces.
In addition, despite overall resident satisfaction with the quality of provision, there are no sites in
the town that meet target quality standards and all therefore require improvement.
The audit and assessment identifies new natural and semi natural open space in Winsford South
and West as a key priority, as well as the improvement of existing open spaces.
Amenity green space
Table 9 summarises the existing amenity green space in Winsford.
Table 9 - Amenity green space in Winsford

Ward

Winsford
and East

Typology

North

Amenity
Areas
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Views on
Quantity

Dissatisfied

Current
Provision

7.2

Shortfall
/
Surplus

-5.76

Views on
Quality

Dissatisfied

Average
Quality
Score

Accessibility

51%

Some
small
gaps in access
to facilities. Size
of sites is a key
issue
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Winsford South
and West

Amenity
Areas

Dissatisfied

20.69

8.62

Dissatisfied

54%

Some
small
gaps in access
to facilities. Size
of sites is a key
issue

As outlined in Table 9, residents are dissatisfied with both the quality and quantity of amenity
green space in Winsford. Reflecting this, the average quality score falls below the target of 75%
in both wards although Winsford South and West is one of only four wards to have two or more
sites meeting the quality standard target.
While provision in the south and west ward is above targets in terms of amount of space, there
are deficiencies of provision in Winsford North and East (and this deficiency is amongst the
highest in the borough). High numbers of small sites are attributed to many of the issues in
Winsford, with both the quality and function of these spaces tending to be lower than large
spaces. The audit and assessment indicates that almost all of the poorest scoring sites are
situated in Winsford, Blacon and Northwich.
Despite shortfalls in provision, the document indicates that there are several sites in Winsford with
limited function and overlapping catchments and that disposal of some sites may help to
improve the quality of others.
Provision for children
Table 10 summarises the adequacy of facilities for children in Winsford. It must be noted that the
quantity of facilities is measured against the average provision to provide an indication only as a
target quantity standard has not been set.
Table 10 - Provision for children

Ward
Winsford
North
and
East
Winsford
South
and
West

Typology

Play
Areas

Play
Areas

Views on
quantity

Dissatisfied

Dissatisfied

Current
provision

1.86

0.38

Shortfall
/
surplus
0.90

-0.51

Views on
quality

Dissatisfied

Dissatisfied

Average
quality
score
67%

64%

Accessibility

Good
coverage,
some
overlapping
catchments
Good
coverage,
some
overlapping
catchments

As demonstrated in Table 5, residents of Winsford are dissatisfied with both the amount and
quality of provision.
Despite this, the number of play areas in Winsford North and East is above average, although
there are fewer than average facilities in Winsford South and West. The average quality scores
of 67% and 64% disguise a significant spread in the quality of play areas, with scores ranging
from 49% - 86% (Winsford North and East) and 27% - 87% (Winsford South and West). The audit
and assessment highlights the improvement of the quality of play areas as being particularly
important in Winsford South and West as a high proportion of facilities are poor.
Despite shortfalls in provision in some parts, most residents have access to facilities within the
recommended distance threshold and as a consequence, the area is not identified as a priority
for new provision. Winsford is identified as an area with overlapping catchments i.e. one or more
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facilities serving the same residents. The strategy identifies several opportunities to decommission
play areas and Winsford is a key priority for this action. Three sites in Winsford are named
specifically:
Cleveland Way Play Area, Winsford – equipment currently missing, site requires
improvement or disposal;
Rookery Rise Play Area, Winsford - equipment missing / removed; and
Marlborough Avenue Play Area, Winsford – poor condition, only one piece of equipment
Provision for young people
Table 11 summarises the adequacy of provision for young people across Winsford.
Table 11 - Provision for young people

Ward

Winsford
and East

North

Winsford South
and West

Typology

Views on
quantity

Current
provision

Shortfall
/
surplus

Views on
quality

Average
quality
score

Accessibility

Facilities
for
the
young

Dissatisfied

0.34

-0.14

Dissatisfied

63%

Good.
Gap
towards town
centre area

Facilities
for
the
young

Dissatisfied

0.50

0.05

Dissatisfied

54%
Good.

Table 6 reveals that despite dissatisfaction with provision from residents (which is widespread
across the borough) there is a good distribution of facilities for young people. Indeed while there
is a small shortfall against the average provision in Winsford North and East facilities in Winsford
South and West exceed average levels. The quality of facilities is varying and this is disguised to
an extent by the average quality scores. Improvements to the quality of facilities at Mount
Pleasant are identified as a key strategic priority.
Like for play areas, the audit and assessment identifies that several facilities for young people in
Winsford are in close proximity to each other and some have limited value. The area is identified
as a priority for rationalisation (in order to improve the quality of other facilities) and Forest Road
Teen area in particular is highlighted as being of low value. Winsford is not identified as being an
area where new provision is required, however the importance of ensuring that new facilities are
provided to meet the needs of residents in new developments (through the application of the
accessibility standard) is highlighted.
Allotments
Table 12 summarises the adequacy of allotments across Winsford.
Table 12 - Allotments

Ward

Typology

Views on
quantity

Current
provision

Shortfall
/
surplus

Views on
quality

Average
quality
score

Winsford North
and East

Allotments

Dissatisfied

1.5

-0.90

Dissatisfied

65%
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Winsford South
and West

Allotments

Dissatisfied

0

-2.24

Dissatisfied

0%

As highlighted in Table 12, there are shortfalls of allotments against the target standard and
residents of both wards are dissatisfied with current provision. There are no allotments in Winsford
South and West and just one site (Over Allotments) in Winsford North and East. East Winsford
(particularly Wharton) is identified in the audit and assessment as an area of particular
deficiency and a key priority for new provision. The deficiency in Winsford South and West is the
largest (in quantitative terms) in the borough. The existing allotments are also described as being
oversubscribed (a waiting list of 50 at the time of research of the open space report).
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