Cheshire West & Chester Council

Bishops’ High Library Public Consultation

Background

Services and activities

Bishops’ High Library is a dual-use library based
in Bishops’ Blue Coat High School. It is accessible
to the public for ten hours per week over two
days and is used by the school during the rest of
week. It is operated jointly between the school
and Cheshire West and Chester Council.

The library is open 2-7pm on Mondays and
Thursdays and provides a range of book stock
as well as a small selection of multimedia.
There are two public computers which provide
customers with access to the internet and email
and there are scanning and printing facilities
available. The library is also the venue for a
monthly reading group.

Bishops’ High Library is located in the Chester
area where there are five other libraries, three
of which are within a three mile radius. The
nearest libraries are Great Boughton Library
(1.2 miles away), Hoole Library (1.4 miles away)
and Chester Library (1.8 miles away). There are
currently two Mobile Library stops in close
proximity, the furthest being just over a mile
away. There is also a proposed new Mobile
Library stop, in Caldy Valley, which is less than
a mile away.

There are currently 954 people registered on the
Library Management System as members of
Bishops’ High Library. Of these customers, 251
have borrowed items from the library in the last
12 months. 98 of these are young adults (11-18
years) and may also be students at Bishops’
Blue Coat High School.

The Proposal
Following a service review in 2014, the proposal
is for Cheshire West and Chester Libraries to
withdraw public access from Bishops’ Blue Coat
High School Library. Some of the current book
stock would remain there.
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Alternative access to the Library Service would
be provided by the neighbouring libraries of
Chester, Great Boughton and Hoole and also the
Mobile Library Service, which would provide
three stops within the local community.
Any residents with restricted mobility would be
entitled to the Home Library Service, delivering
books to their home.
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There is also free access for library members,
to a wide range of online resources, including
eBooks, via the Libraries’ webpage.

